
THE SOCIETY

T he 159th A nnual M eeting o f the Maine Historical 
Society, attended  by approxim ately 125 m em bers and 
guests, was held in Brunswick at Bowdoin College on Ju n e  
13, 1981. D uring the m orning business m eeting, Miss 
Elizabeth Ring, chairperson of the Election Com mittee, 
announced that the following persons had  been elected to 
the Board o f T rustees (formerly the S tanding Committee): 
Robert N. Bass o f Cum berland; E leanor B. Conary of 
Bethel; Nancy L. Cowan o f Portland; Joel W. Eastm an of 
Portland; G ordon F. Grimes o f F reeport; Jo h n  E. Ham , J r ., 
o f Falm outh; Bruce W. Hazelton o f Y arm outh; B ernard  E. 
Kolkhorst o f Portland; Thom as W. T hom sen  o f Portland; 
and  Jo h n  W. L. W hite o f F reeport.

At the business m eeting, the Elizabeth Ring Service 
Award was presented  to the Longfellow G arden Club, on 
whose behalf Mrs. Joseph E. P orter accepted the award. 
J o h n  W. H ako la , c h a irp e rso n  o f th e  P ub lica tions 
Com mittee, announced  that Alan R. W hitm ore was the 
recipient o f the annual Jam es Phinney Baxter Award, 
which is p resen ted  to the au th o r o f  the best article 
appearing  in the Quarterly du ring  the year.

President William C. Pierce and  Nancy N. M asterton, 
chairperson o f the Bylaws Revision Com m ittee, explained 
proposed changes in the Society's bylaws. At the conclusion 
o f a lively discussion, m embers p resen t voted to approve 
revisions affecting classes o f m em bership, com m ittee 
appointm ents, election procedures, and  the nam e o f the 
Society's governing board.

In  a mid-day organizational m eeting, the Board of 
T rustees elected the following officers for 1981/1982: 
William C. Pierce, p residen t; Jo an  S. H ayden, vice 
president; Jo h n  E. Ham , Jr., secretary; and  Donald K. 
Saunders, treasurer.



THE PRESIDENTS REPORT

As I think most o f you know, Tom  Gaffney, ou r director, 
decided last fall that he would like to step down and go back 
to his old job  as curator o f m anuscripts. We are very sorry 
that he reached this decision. He has served the Society 
faithfully and well. It is com forting to know, however, that 
he will continue with us. You will rem em ber that our goal 
for the Maine H eritage Fund includes an am ount for the 
salary o f cu ra to r o f m anuscripts, a position th a t was 
abolished when Gerald E. Morris resigned the directorship 
in 1977 and was succeeded by Tom .

O ur new director is William H. T oner, Jr., a native o f 
Philadelphia. Bill received his bachelor s in history from  
Franklin and M arshall College and  his m aster's from  
William and Mary. He taught history in private schools for 
five years and then becam e executive d irec to r o f the 
W yom ing  H is to rica l an d  G eological Society in 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, in 1972. He left W ilkes-Barre 
in 1976 to pu rsue  additional g raduate  work at Clark 
University in W orcester, Massachusetts, and then jo ined  
the staff o f the W orcester A rt Museum. T here, he was 
prom oted in 1979 from  the position o f director o f special 
events to d irector o f public relations. He is a m em ber o f the 
New England M useum  Association and  the A m erican 
Association of Art. He was one of seventy applicants who 
responded to our advertisem ent for an executive director, 
and we are pleased to welcome him aboard.

T h e  M aine H e rita g e  F u n d  has ra ise d  a to ta l o f 
$348,764.25, exclusive of the first paym ent o f $50,000 
received  from  the C hallenge G ran t P rog ram  o f the 
National Endow m ent for the Hum anities. A lthough we can 
certainly be encouraged by the progress m ade during  the 
first half o f our three-year drive, we should, by no means, 
relax. We are deeply indebted to Alice Mary Pierce, who has
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coordinated the drive, and  to those who have gone out and 
rung  the doorbells. T h e  b road  basis o f support is especially 
welcome.

Last sum m er, in ou r efforts to b roaden  interest in the 
Society and to make it m ore responsive to those interested 
in Maine history and genealogy, we form ed a com m ittee of 
advisory trustees, consisting of people interested in the 
Society, which we invited to attend Standing Com m ittee 
meetings and to jo in  in o u r discussions. This has involved 
many m ore people in the activities of the Society and has 
enabled us to find people who can be helpful to us in 
various areas of interest. I now in tend to recom m end the 
appo in tm en t of a num ber of advisory trustees to o u r 
regular com mittees, thus giving us the benefit of a wider 
perspective o f ideas. Anyone in terested in becom ing an 
advisory trustee is invited to contact us.

O ne im portan t activity this past year has been the review 
and revision of ou r bylaws, which many of us thought were 
unnecessarily complicated. Recom m endations for changes 
in the bylaws will be m ade by Nancy M asterton , the  
chairwom an o f the committee.

W hen the Society was incorporated by special act o f the 
Maine legislature in 1822, it was custom ary for charters like 
ours to include limits on the am ount o f p roperty  that could 
be held. Such was the case with the charters o f Bowdoin and 
Colby. O ur original charter likewise restricted us to owning 
real estate with an annual value o f not m ore than  $5,000 
and personal p roperty  of not m ore than  $50,000. This 
apparently  presented  no problem  until we received title to 
th e  W adsw orth -L ongfellow  H ouse. So, in 1903, the  
legislature raised the limits to a total o f $500,000. By 1980, 
with an endow m ent exceeding that figure, to say nothing of 
the value o f the W adsworth-Longfellow House o r o f our 
collections, we were living in considerable sin. Thanks,
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however, to Nancy Masterton, the legislature has removed 
the limits entirely, and we are now law-abiding citizens once 
again.

Thanks to Joel Eastman and Jane Moody, we had two 
interesting and successful lecture series last year. In  
October, we had a series involving old houses, and in April, 
a series on the history o f three o f Maine’s ethnic groups, the 
French, the Italians, and the Jews, Both series were well 
attended and well received. We hope to deal with the 
backgrounds of o ther ethnic groups in the future.

On February 27, we held another successful Longfellow 
birthday party at the Wadsworth-Longfellow House, which 
was attended by Governor Joseph E. Brennan who used the 
occasion to introduce Mr. Goodhue Remembers Portland, a 
sketchbook o f old Portland based on die Society’s collection 
o f drawings by Charles Quincy Goodhue. The publication 
was prepared by Earle G. Shettleworth, J r., and William 
David Barry. We were delighted to welcome the governor 
to the library and to the Wadsworth-Longfellow House, 
and we believe that everyone enjoyed the occasion.

Last March 18, the legislature honored the Maine 
Historical Society by passing a jo in t resolution, sponsored 
by Nancy Masterton and cosponsored by Senators Mary 
Najarian and Joseph Sewall and by Representative John 
Martin, which characterized the Society as “a treasure chest 
o f our past and source o f endless knowledge and joy for 
now and fo r generations to come,” It was an occasion at 
which the work o f the Society was again pleasantly 
recognized.

In  April the Standing Committee voted to change Sigrid 
A ustin’s title  from  adm in istrative secretary  to 
administrative assistant, a small bouquet to toss her in 
acknowledgement o f her devoted services to the Society, In  
mentioning Sigrid’s dedication, 1 do not want to leave the 
impression that we are not equally conscious o f the worth
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and  devotion o f the o thers who work for the Society. 
Indeed , we are deeply grateful to them  all.

William C. Pierce

THE TREASURER’S REPORT

O ur aud ito r has presented  his statem ent of income and 
expense for the fiscal year ended  M arch 31, 1981. T he 
budget we adopted  at the beginning o f the fiscal year called 
for income o f $120,950 and expenses of $144,216, to 
produce a deficit o f $23,266. O ur actual income was h igher 
th an  an tic ip a ted , an d  expenses cam e close to the 
projections: the resulting actual deficit am ounted  to 
$16,172. While this is better than  ou r projections, ou r 
accum ulated deficit now am ounts to $87,172.

This lower deficit is the result o f g rea te r than  anticipated 
income from  interest and dividends and  from  an increase 
in dues paym ent received, together with expenses deferred  
beyond the year-end for repairs and  m aintenance. T hese 
were som ewhat offset by g reater than  anticipated costs fo r 
p rin ting  and  postage.

T h e  p rincipa l balance o f u n res tr ic ted  fu n d s was 
increased from  $666,197 at the beginning o f the year to 
$840,670 at its close, a net increase o f $173,476. T h e  audit 
shows that nearly all o f this increase comes from  cash 
contributions and  earnings totaling $216,901, a ttribu ted  to 
the Maine H eritage Fund, offset by deductions of $38,434 
fo r  fu n d -ra is in g , d eb t r e t ir e m e n t,  a n d  p a in tin g  
conservation.

T he balance o f restricted funds decreased slightly from  
$44,835 to $44,720.
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T he Finance Committee, on April 16, recom m ended a 
budget for the curren t fiscal year that again provides for a 
substantial deficit. T he prospect of continuing deficits 
emphasizes the Society's need fo r increased income, 
without corresponding increases in expenses.

I am pleased to use this report as an opportunity  to 
express my appreciation to the officers and staff o f the 
Society for their advice and assistance.

Donald K. Saunders
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COM PA RA TIVE STA TEM EN T OF IN COM E AND EXPENSE 

for the years ended  March 31, 1981, 1980 and 1979

Income:
Interest and dividends:

1981 1980 1979

U nrestricted funds $ 54,090 $ 46,401 $ 43,593
Restricted funds 2,496 2,353 2,553
Longfellow H ouse savings interest 414 353 128

57,000 49,107 46,274
Dues 27,605 22,163 19,666
Gifts 4,556 1,460 10,503
G rants 24,200 24,800 31,100
Longfellow House receipts 14,094 9,264 11,771
Book sales 3,149 6,063 4,225
O ther 4,237 4,760 3,737

134,841 117,617 127,276

Expenses:
Salaries, library 66,777 56,162 54,002
Salaries, Longfellow House 5,501 9,524 10,560
Longfellow H ouse expense 6,826 4,452 7,478
Em ployees’ retirem ent plan 2,655 1,633 —

Insurance 3,814 2,928 2,166
Utilities 9,511 9,108 7,900
Pensions 2,220 1,320 1,320
Repairs and  m aintenance 675 2,088 2,266
Supplies 2,896 3,043 2,018
Payroll taxes 6,468 6,903 5,587
T elephone 1,596 1,454 1,250
Newsletter and prin ting 13,802 9,754 8,662
Postage and mailing service 4,553 3,455 3,143
Professional services 2,898 2,800 2,044
Custodian fee 1,860 1,293 1,132
Interest 369 1,549 1,709
Travel 530 418 155
Equipm ent purchased or ren ted  
E xpenditure of Restricted

1,628 1,823 364

cu rren t funds 6,696 4,248 3,691
Miscellaneous 2,960 1,786 1,910

144,235 125,741 117,357

C arried  forw ard ( 9,394) ( 8,124) 9,919
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1981 1980 1979

B rought forw ard $( 9,394) $( 8,124) $ 9,919

O ther disbursem ents and  transfers:
Life beneficiaries — M orton Fund 
T ran sfe r o f  unexpended  Restricted

3,660 3,960 3,960

cu rren t funds
T ran sfe r o f  book sales to M oulton

( 100) 894 1,765

Fund
T ran sfe r o f book sales to Bicen­

2,280 4,587 2,566

tennial Fund 869 1,476 1,659
Incom e added  to principal o f 

C onant Fund 624 547 470

7,333 11,464 10,420

Excess o f income over expenses 
and transfers (deficit) $(16,727) $(19,588) $( 501)

10



THE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Wadsworth-LongfellowHouse: It is a pleasure to note that in 
1980 the  W adsw orth-Longfellow  H ouse had  its m ost 
profitable operating season in m any years. W hereas in the 
past, the  H ouse has co n trib u ted  substantially  to the 
Society’s overall operating deficits, last season ended with a 
surplus o f $2,181. This rem arkable tu rn aro u n d  was made 
possible by the use o f work-study students, a rebound in 
tourism , and  an increase in the admissions fee.

W hether the House will do as well during  the cu rren t 
season rem ains highly problematical. As a result o f drastic 
cuts in the federal budget, the num ber o f work-study 
students has l?een drastically curtailed. As a consequence of 
this, we were able to hire only one work-study student this 
year ra th e r than  four as we had hoped. Since the Society 
pays only 30 percent o f a work-study studen t’s wages, the 
savings would have been substantial.

Mrs. Ju lieanne B. Irving is House supervisor again this 
year. She will be assisted by Linda LaChance, Julie A. 
Manuel, Miles R. Parker, and Michele Powers, all full-time 
employees. Donald Foster, Roxie M. Insel and Donna 
D am on M iller have g en e ro u s ly  a g re e d  to serve as 
volunteers.

As in past years, the Society is especially indebted to the 
Longfellow G arden Club. T he Club and its m embers have 
lavished their time and financial resources on making the 
garden one of the prim e downtown attractions and have 
borne the bu rden  o f decorating the House on special 
occasions th roughout the past year.

T he Society has received a $20,000 m atching gran t from 
the Maine Historic Preservation Commission and a $4,455 
g ran t from  the City o f Portland’s Com m unity Development 
P ro g ram  to assist w ith  th e  second  p h ase  o f th e  
W adsworth-Longfellow House restoration. These grants,
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supplem ented  by approxim ately $42,000 raised by the 
H eritage Fund  will enable the Society to stabilize the 
exterior o f the structure and to do some essential in terior 
work as well.

Essentially, the project involves replacing the roof and 
e lec trica l w iring ; selectively  r e p a ir in g  th e  e x te r io r  
masonry; repairing  dow nspouts and gutters; installing 
dehum idifiers in the basement; and repairing windows and 
sashes not included in the earlier project. In addition, the 
ivy will be rem oved  from  the ex te rio r  walls, and  all 
rem aining woodwork and trim  will be repainted.

Bids fo r a rch itec tu ra l services a re  cu rren tly  being 
solicited, and we hope that the project can be com pleted 
before the onset of winter.

Painting Conservation: D uring the past year four m ajor 
paintings in the Society’s collection were treated by the 
Williamstown Regional A rt Conservation Laboratory, Inc., 
of Williamstown, Massachusetts, at a total cost o f $5,914.40. 
O f that am ount, $2,400 was provided by a m atching grant 
from  the M aine S tate C om m ission  on the A rts and  
H um anities, $1,040 by the Dobson Foundation , .Inc., 
$1,430 by the Maine H eritage Fund, and $974.50 by the 
Society’s conservation fund. T he paintings include the 
Bombardment of Tripoli (ca. 1805) by Michele Felice Corne 
(1752-1845), Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1843) by Charles 
Octavius Cole (1814-1852), and an unidentified pair of 
American primitive portraits (ca. 1840) known as A Lady 
Holding an Orange and A Gentleman Holding a Book.

By far the most im portant is the Corne, which is one of 
the finest examples of Federal m arine art in Maine. T he 
painting was donated to the Society in 1919 by Mrs. Alice 
Preble A nderson, a descendant o f Com m odore Edward 
Preble (1761-1807) of Portland, the com m ander of the 
A m erican fleet. M ounted on Upsom  board and badly 
abraded, the canvas was in very unstable condition before 
treatm ent.
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Cole’s unfinished portra it o f Longfellow is considered 
one o f the finest likenesses o f the poet as a young man, and 
it constitutes p a rt o f the p erm an en t collection o f the 
W adsworth-Longfellow House. A lthough the portra it was 
in relatively stable condition, it was badly disfigured by 
layers o f surface grim e. In terestingly , the conservator 
discovered that the original painting consisted only o f 
Longfellow’s head and  that the outline o f  the shoulders was 
added by a second artist at a considerable la ter date.

A lthough the identities o f the artist and  subjects o f the 
A m erican prim itives rem ain  unknow n at p resen t, the 
portraits came to the Society from  a M aine benefactor in the 
early 1960s and can, probably, be presum ed to be the 
likenesses o f a Maine couple. Mr. G erald H oepfner, the 
director o f the Williamstown Regional A rt Conservation 
L ab o ra to ry , co n s id ers  these  p a in tin g s  to be su p e rb  
examples o f Am erican naive art, made yet m ore interesting 
because they retain their original, crudely m ade frames. 
Both paintings, p rio r to treatm ent, were in very fragile 
condition.

National Register: T he Maine Historical Society’s library 
building was en tered  on the National Register o f Historic 
Places on  N o v em b er 17, 1980, by th e  H e rita g e  
Conservation and Recreation Service, D epartm ent o f the 
Interior, W ashington, D.C. This action enables the Society 
to apply for a m atching gran t from  the Maine Historic 
Preservation Commission to assist with the m ajor repairs 
required  to restore the building to sound condition.

While the im pact of federal budget cuts upon  the ability 
o f the Maine Historic Preservation Commission to assist us 
with these building repairs rem ains uncertain  at this time, 
we plan to subm it a request for a m atching gran t o f $25,544 
on July 1. Com bined with a like am ount raised by the Maine 
H eritage Fund, the grant will enable the Society to replace 
the roo f and cornices, reputty  and repo in t the window
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sashes, selectively rep o in t d e te rio ra ted  m o rta r jo in ts , 
repain t the replastered areas in the reading room, and 
make o ther m inor repairs to the building. T he com pletion 
o f this work will do much to insure that no additional water 
dam age is done to the interior o f the building or to its 
valuable and irreplaceable contents.

Lecture Series: T he Society conducted two very successful 
lecture series during  the past year at the Portland Public 
L ib rary  A u d ito riu m . T h e  firs t se ries , d ea lin g  w ith 
architecture, featured Thom as C. H ubka of the University 
o f O re g o n  who d e liv e red  two lec tu re s  on M ain e’s 
connected  fa rm houses, and  B rooks S to d d ard  of the 
Portland School o f A rt who spoke on the conservation and 
psychology of moving old houses. T he April series focused 
on M aine’s ethnic communities. Dyke Hendrickson of the 
Maine Sunday Telegram discussed the Franco-Am erican 
presence in Maine; P rofessor Tony Lacognata o f the 
University o f Southern Maine gave an overview o f M aine’s 
Italian-Am erican com munity; and Rabbi H arry Z. Sky 
discussed the early days of Portland’s Jewish community.

T he Society owes special thanks to the speakers for 
having contributed their time and talent toward making the 
series a success and to Loring Short and  H arm on of 
Portland for having underw ritten the second series.

Accessions: Since the Society relies greatly upon the 
generous donations of members and friends in building its 
collections, we would like to take this opportunity  to thank 
all those who have contributed during  the past year. While 
it is not possible to list all our benefactors o r their gifts, the 
following acknowledgements provide some overview of the 
recent accessions.

Mr. Richard H. Dana of New York, Mr. Richard deRham  
of Garrison, New York, and Mrs. A rth u r L. Shipm an, Jr ., of 
H artford , Connecticut, have donated a large silver tankard 
m ade by Jam es  B u tle r  (1713-1776). K now n as the
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“Schoolm asters T an k ard ,” this im portan t addition to the 
L ongfellow  H o u se  co llec tion  was g iven  to S tep h e n  
Longfellow (1723-1790) o f Falm outh (now Portland) by the 
will o f S tephen  Longfellow (1685-1764) o f N ew bury, 
Massachusetts, in 1760. It was in the possession of H enry 
W adsworth Dana, a grandson of H enry W. Longfellow, 
until his death, at which time it passed into the possession of 
the donors.

T he First Parish Church o f Portland has donated a large 
charcoal p o rtra it of Rev. Thom as Hill (1818-1891) by 
Charles Akers (1835P-1906). Hill served as pastor o f the 
First Parish from  1873 until his death in 1891. Prior to that 
time he had been president of Antioch College in Yellow 
Springs, Ohio, from  1859 until 1862, and president o f 
H arvard College from  1862 until 1868.

A la rg e , d o u b le -w a lled , s ilv e r-p la te d  p itc h e r , 
m anufactured  by Rogers Brothers, ca. 1854, was donated 
by the late Mrs. L aura Sleeper W hite in mem ory o f her 
m o th e r , M ild red  J o r d a n  S leep e r. T h e  p itc h e r  is 
handsom ely decorated with reliefs o f ru ra l scenes.

Since the Society is the largest repository o f architectural 
drawings in Maine, it is a pleasure to note the additon of two 
m ore collections. T h e  m ost im p o r ta n t o f  these was 
generated  by George S. Coombs (1851-1909) and his son, 
H arry Coombs (b. 1878), both of Lewiston. Given by Alonzo 
J . H arrim an  Associates, Inc., o f A u b u rn , M aine, the 
co llection  con ta in s d raw ings fo r  ap p ro x im a te ly  700 
projects. Am ong the interesting structures represen ted  in 
the collection are the Kora Shrine T em ple (Lewiston), the 
Dominican Fathers’ Block (Lewiston), the  Lewiston Public 
Library, the William P. Frye House (Lewiston), the Dr. E. S. 
B radford  H ouse (Lewiston), the R um ford  County and 
M unicipal Building, and the First Congregational C hurch 
o f Farm ington, all on the National Register o f Historic 
Places.
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T he second collection, representing the work o f Beal 
D ePeter W ard, Inc., o f Portland, was given by Mr. Edwin C. 
W ard o f Scarborough. T he collection contains drawings for 
approxim ately 500 projects, am ong which are Fairfield’s 
Lawrence Library, Farm ington’s C utler Library, and the 
R um ford Mechanics Association Building, all of which are 
on the National Register. An interesting set of drawings for 
F re e p o r t’s Casco Castle are  also to be fo u n d  in the 
collection.

Mrs. G eorge S. Jo h n s to n  o f P o rtlan d , M aine, has 
contributed additonal m aterial relating to W alter Griffin 
(1861-1935), a nationally recognized Portland artist. T he 
collection includes new spaper clippings relating to the 
careers of the artist and his father, Edw ard Souther Griffin 
(1834-1928), a no ted  ships carver and  sculptor. Also 
included  are genealogical data, au tob iograph ical and  
biographical sketches, prints of G riffin’s works, and 125 
family photographs.

William B. Jo rd an , Jr ., o f Portland has contributed a copy 
o f his M.A. thesis, “Chapters in the Early History of the 
Tow n o f Cape Elizabeth, M aine,” as well as his large 
collection of research material, which includes extracts 
from  Cape Elizabeth town records, 1765-1895, a copy of 
the records of the proprie to rs’ o f Vaughan’s bridge, 
1794-1829, extracts from  new spapers, ca. 1785-1921, 
photographs, and o ther memorabilia. In addition, Mr. 
J o r d a n  has d o n a te d  a 187-page ty p e sc r ip t volum e 
c o n ta in in g  copies o f  n ew sp a p e r  a rtic le s  on steam  
navigation in Maine. Also received were the records of the 
Liberal M inisters’ Monday M eeting Association of Portland 
covering the period 1895-1901; the records, 1843-1864, of 
the Maine W estern Ministerial Association; and the records 
of the Sunday School Superin tendent o f Portland’s First 
Parish Church for the period 1879-1890.
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Mrs. H ugh H. B utler o f Rochester, New York, has 
d o n a te d  th e  rem in iscences o f  Sam uel G ibson R and  
(b. 1826). This m anuscript contains a highly literate and 
in teresting  history o f the family o f William R and III  
(1776?-1856) o f Canaan, Maine.

From  Persis Hall H arding  o f South W indham , we have 
rece ived  th e  reco rd s  o f  th e  a n n u a l re u n io n  o f th e  
descendants of William and Em m a Cook o f W indham , 
Maine. These records, consisting of ninety-two typescript 
pages, cover the period 1909-1980.

An M.A. thesis, “T h e  In d u stria l G eography  o f the 
Kennebec Valley,” was received from  Mrs. K atheryne 
Colvin (Thomas) W hittem ore. T he thesis was p repared  by 
M rs. W h ittem o re  in 1925 w hile a s tu d e n t at C lark  
University.

T h ree  volumes of B radford  town records were donated 
by Yale University. Covering the period 1823-1887, the 
records contain tax assessments and paym ents, treasu rer’s 
accounts, inform ation relating to the support o f paupers 
and schools, plantation and town expenses, and other data.

An architectural rendering  of the side elevation of the 
W a rren  C o n g re g a tio n a l C h u rch  o f  W estb rook  was 
presented by Howard W. Stevens of C um berland Foreside. 
Done in ink and watercolor on cardboard, the rendering  
was p repared  by George Pelham Browne (1831-1889).

Mr. & Mrs. Franklin H. Stevens of Chester, Verm ont, 
have donated a volume of records o f the First Freewill 
Baptist C hurch of New Sharon. Containing minutes of 
meetings, lists o f members, baptisms, and dismissals, the 
records cover the period 1824-1845.

T he Federal Archives and Records C enter at W altham, 
Massachusetts, has transferred  the papers o f the Augusta 
G ram m ar School Association to the Society. Consisting o f 
seventy pieces, the papers cover the period 1802-1807, and

17



contain the rules o f the association, m inutes o f meetings, 
lists o f officers and m embers, and m em oranda relating to 
the construction o f a school building.

From  Kay Clegg o f Santa Rosa, California, we have 
received  copies o f P arsonsfie ld  m a rriag e  in ten tio n s , 
1799-1855, taken from  the papers of E lder Jo h n  Buzzell.

A letterbook, 1846-1851, containing correspondence of 
the G rand Masters of the Maine Lodge, I.O .O.F., has been 
received from  R. N. Richardson o f M iddletown, Ohio. 
Concerned largely with the application o f bylaws by the 
local lodges, the book contains correspondence o f Elisha 
C larke, N athan iel F. D eering , Ezra B. F rench, A llen 
Haines, William R. Smith, and  L. B. Straw.

A collection of O xnard  family m aterial has been received 
from  Nancy O xnard  Longley of Norway, Maine. Covering 
the period 1865-1980, the collection includes newspaper 
c lip p in g s , p e rso n a l n a rra tiv e s  a n d  reco llec tio n s, 
photographs, and genealogical data.

From Mr. Richard F. Dole of South Portland, we have 
rece ived  ty p esc rip t copies o f the  d ire c to rs ’ reco rd s, 
1846-1901, and  the stockholders’ records, 1846-1902, of 
th e  P o rtla n d  C o m p an y , one o f  th e  n a t io n ’s ea rly  
m an u fac tu re rs  o f  locom otives. T hese  records are  an 
im portan t addition to our existing collection of Portland 
Com pany records and engineering drawings.

Copies o f the records of the W arren Rifle Company of 
W arren, Maine, were donated by Mr. Abbott Spear of 
W arren. T he records cover the period 1828-1843 and 
contain inform ation on the organization of the company, 
records o f meetings, and regim ental and brigade orders.

Thom as Gaffney
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