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G. J. ADAMS AND T H E  FORERUNNERS

In imagination, I can see a three-m asted bark, with sailors 
casting off lines at the old steam boat w harf at Jonesport, 
Maine. T he date is August 11, 1866. It is 10:30 a.m. B rand 
new, with not a barnacle on her, the Nellie Chapin is putting 
out to sea. T he tug boat Delta strains away u n d er a 
controlled head of steam a few yards forw ard and to port. 
T hree shouts from  the com bined voices of 157 passengers 
is echoed by three m ore from  the chorus of several 
hundred  voices along the w harf and  the shore. T he 
Palestine Em igration Society is on its way to Jaffa, and  G. J. 
Adams is soon to secure a reputation  as p rophet —or 
charlatan.

I rem em ber a day in early spring, 1943 .1 was twenty-five 
and had a date with a real lady, age eighty-eight. H er nam e 
was T heresa Rogers Kelley. She was twelve in A ugust 1866 
when the associates pulled away from  that w harf on the 
Nellie Chapin. She spun a story to me that day that cap tured  
my im agination fo r all the years from  then until now. I am 
not the only one who has been fascinated by it, nor am I the 
first to write about G. J . Adams. In fact, a few dug deeply 
enough to come close to telling it the way it was, especially 
Peter A m ann1 and the late Clarence Day of O rono .2 They 
began delving into background and  motivation where the 
story really begins.

T he story of G. J. Adams and the Jaffa  colony has 
occasioned a lot o f wry com m ent, with the mood being set 
by none o ther than M ark Twain. “T h e  colony was a 
com plete fiasco,” he said.3 With that offhand  dismissal, he 
prom pted  the debunking air o f nearly every report m ade of 
the astonishing venture. T he m ood has been sustained by 
the recollections of one who experienced the Jaffa  colony 
as a lad less than ten years o f age. A nger increased th rough
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years of recounting the story until some of the facts 
changed to fiction, and m uch that was fiction became 
undeniable fact. T he uncertainties o f the story have m ade it 
difficult for three generations to see anything redeem ing 
about the ill-fated jou rney  of their forebears.

T he o ther side of the story was h inted at by Ralph 
Leighton-Floyd of Independence, Missouri, who said 
recently, “T here  probably was no one m ore excited than my 
father when the m odern State o f Israel was founded  in May 
1948. This had been the dream  of his forefathers and he 
had a share in it. In  his opinion the Jaffa  colony was not a 
failure. He had seen the Jews re tu rn , first by the tens and 
then the hundreds and then by the thousands. Ju st as God 
had  p rom ised  they were g a th ered  from  their long 
dispersem ent to their hom eland.”4 R alph’s grandm other 
was Mary Jane  Clark, later Leighton and then Floyd, a good 
friend o f my own grandm other, and  a child of five when 
she went with her family from  Jonesport to Jaffa. Mary 
Ja n e ’s m other was Ellen W entworth Clark —and that ties 
her to my family. I have a vested in terest in the story. It has 
spurred  research along a faintly m arked path from  Maine, 
to Massachusetts, to W ashington, D.C., Jaffa, Tel Aviv, 
Jerusalem , Salt Lake City, Independence, Missouri, and 
Nauvoo, Illinois.

Charles Forbush, ed ito r o f the Machias Republican back in 
1866 voiced a significant clue: “T he prim al cause of this 
m ovem ent is found in the theology o f those who have 
enlisted in it.”5 According to T heresa Kelley and Clarence 
Day, what drove G. J. Adams on was a mystery locked in his 
own m ind. I f  we can find the answer to that mystery I think 
we will also understand  why 156 men, women and children 
cast their lot with Adams. And, if my surmise is right, the 
offspring o f those who went need no longer carry the 
hum iliation of their ancestors having been duped  by a 
charlatan.
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W ho was G. J. Adams? Born in 1811 in O xford Furnace, 
New Jersey ,6 George Jones Adams was a scion o f that 
Adams family so prom inen t in the developm ent o f the 
United States. Little is known of his early life, but it is 
reasonably certain  tha t he was in d u lg ed  by a doting , 
widowed m other who fed his ego as she struggled to feed 
his body. He had at least two sisters, Mercy, who was to 
m arry the fam ous actor, T om  Lyne, and  one o ther who 
became a Mrs. Stephens o f Newark, New Jersey. In  the 
growing years he grew less than others his age and made up 
for it by being feisty and quick to anger. He learned early 
that an adversary could be subdued by words aptly chosen 
as well as by fists. As a young man, he was self-assured, 
unless he was held up to ridicule. T h en  he fought bitterly, 
with sarcasm and invective.

Soon after he had com pleted an apprenticeship  as a 
tailor, he responded  to the lively evangelism o f a Wesleyan 
revivalist. In  no time he was charm ing the m ultitudes as a 
M ethodist preacher. He spoke in ren ted  halls and theatres, 
f illin g  th em  to capac ity . D u rin g  th e  years  o f  his 
apprenticeship he spent his spare time in dram atics and was 
an enthusiastic m em ber o f an am ateu r association o f 
players. Dramatics served him well. As a p reacher it gave 
him additional self-confidence. His preaching was noted 
for eloquence. He could hold attention, and his delivery 
suggested deep com m itm ent.

A producer by the nam e o f Purdy, m anager o f Boston’s 
N ational T h ea tre , listened to A dam s preach . He was 
im pressed by the obvious ability to hold the audience in rap t 
attention, taking them  from  smiles to tears and back again. 
Purdy needed a draw ing card and, lacking a big nam e for 
Richard III, he approached Adams, assuring him  that 
anyone who could quote Scripture by the yard would surely 
m aster lines from  Shakespeare. Adams, with unfulfilled 
ambitions for the stage, was flattered by Purdy’s confidence 
and said yes.
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G eorge Jones Adams 
( 1811- 1880)
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He was a sm ashing success, at first. T h e  public was 
curious to see what the p reacher could do. He did well until 
he gave in to the invitation and chiding o f the cast to 
celebrate. T hey went to a public house and against his 
better judgm en t, George Adams dow ned a drink. T h ere  
are those who can hold their liquor w ithout m uch seeming 
effect, but George Jones Adams was not one o f them , 
especially on an em pty stomach. He had  never been able to 
hold liquor o f any kind. He became d runk . With it, came an 
insatiable thirst for m ore alcohol. He tu rn ed  abusive, his 
m ind quickening with insults. His sensitivity to derogatory 
rem arks o f others spurred  him  on. At the same time, his 
facility for m em orized lines was im paired. T he next few 
nights were a disaster. O ne night they took the pitiable 
creature outside, doused him  with cold water, and  b rought 
him  back in to dose him  with salt w ater to get him  th rough  
the play.

At the end o f nine nights as Richard III , Adams was 
te rm in a te d  ab ru p tly . His th e a tr ic a l c a re e r , an d  his 
preaching died simultaneously. O ne ed ito r called him  a 
“nine days w o n d er/’ which infuriated  him. W hen the two o f 
them  m et on the street Adams dem anded  an apology. 
W hen it proved slow in coming he gathered  all his strength 
and d ropped  the editor with a blow to the face. T he editor 
retaliated in prin t, scathing Adams with ridicule.7 Later, 
quite penitent, having been brought back to sobriety by his 
bewildered wife, Adams re tu rn ed  to tailoring som ewhere 
near Boston. Slowly his confidence came back as he abided 
by firm  resolutions to avoid what he could not handle.

T hen , the “M orm ons” came. M ore o u t o f curiosity than 
anything else, he went to hear what they had  to say and  was 
spellbound. They spoke o f the Christ with great assurance, 
but em bellished it with tales o f God who speaks today, and 
of a youthful p ro p h e t who had been called by the Almighty 
to usher in a great and  marvelous work which was as new as 
tom orrow  and yet old as the ancient p rophets o f Israel. A
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new enthusiasm  was stirring in the breast of George Adams. 
This was a new beginning. He was ready to believe, and 
eight days after hearing the first H eber C. Kimball serm on, 
Adams was baptized.8 Shortly after, he was ordained and 
rapidly reestablished his reputation  as a dram atic preacher, 
especially in New York City, where he was shortly to meet 
the man who would help him envision the great obsession 
o f his life.9

In  the fall o f 1839 when Joseph Smith had dispatched 
most o f his apostles to the fruitful field of the British Isles, 
he held back Orson Hyde from  going. He had o ther things 
in m ind fo r O rson  which rose o u t o f his own deep 
conviction concerning the re tu rn  of scattered Ju d ah  to its 
hom eland. Joseph  felt “led” to assign O rson to go to 
Jerusalem  and to dedicate the Holy Land as the gathering 
place of the dispersed Tews. He sent Hyde on his way in 
April 1840.

O n the weekend of October 17-18, 1840, Orson Hyde 
was in New York for a church conference.10 His expected 
traveling com panion Jo h n  E. Page had not arrived yet. 
Hyde, restive because of the absence of Page, saw in Adams 
potential for the English mission and possibly Palestine. 
Able to draw large crowds, preaching with finesse, and a 
genius at recall of appropriate Scriptures, George Adams 
prom pted  adm iration in O rson Hyde. It could be a blessing 
if John  Page did not make it in time.

By the time of the next church conference , held in the G. 
J . Adam s’s house on December 4 ,11 Hyde knew what must 
be done. He waited until January  1, 1841, and then 
counseled Adams to make ready to sail. They booked 
passage for two on the packet ship United States, due out of 
New York on February 13, bound for E ngland.12 As they 
traveled, Orson shared his passionate concern for the 
children of Israel. George responded wholeheartedly. 
They would make a good team in Palestine. But, during
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their time in England, George Adams was a sensation as a 
preacher and proselyter. W hen it came time to go on to 
Palestine, the M orm on apostles decided to keep Adams in 
England.

Orson Hyde went to Jerusalem , arriving in O ctober 
1841. He made his way to the M ount o f Olives, p repared  a 
memorial o f stones and, with writing materials in hand, 
produced a prayer-prophecy calling for the im m inent 
reestablishm ent of Israel. W hen he reported  this to Parley 
Pratt in England he added, “My best respects to yourself 
and family, to brothers Adams and Snow, and to all the 
saints in England.”13 Adams not only received the greeting, 
he read the prophecy and responded with deep yearning.

W hen George Jones Adams arrived back in New York 
City, after thirteen m onths in England, plans had already 
been laid for him  to strengthen the church in Boston. His 
frequent and favorite subject during  this period was that 
the Jews m ust be gathered hom e from  their long dispersion 
and rebuild their city on its own heap o f ruins. As always, he 
bolstered his argum ents with quotations from  the Bible, 
dramatically recited by heart. This persistent them e of 
Adam s’s preaching lent reason to all else he had to say — the 
Jews are to be gathered home! It was all part o f the same 
fabric, each th read  woven into the dom inant them e and 
design that this tailor had in mind. For him, it carried all the 
weight and authority o f the Scriptures. N othing was m ore 
real to him.

Joseph Smith wanted this o rato r with a silver tongue to be 
with him in Nauvoo; there were needs that he could fulfill. 
By the w inter of 1843-44, Adams was spending full-time in 
Nauvoo, close to the Prophet. He was at the seat o f 
authority and loved it. O ne day in the spring of 1844, after 
Joseph Smith had prepared  the docum ent of January  17, 
designating his son Joseph III to become the leader of the
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church ,14 Adams participated in the real-life dram a o f the 
cerem ony of laying on of hands that set young Joseph apart 
in anticipation o f his role as p rophet-p residen t.15

George Adams was in Nauvoo at the time of the 
assassination of Joseph and H yrum  Smith. He was, in fact, 
petitioning the governor of Illinois in the ir behalf the day 
they were m urdered . He was then dispatched to find the 
apostles. He never accomplished his mission. For him  it was 
the end of the world, and, unable to face the tragedy 
w ithout reenforcem ent, he tu rned  to drink.

As far as Brigham  Young was concerned, Adams was an 
em barrassm ent. He was expelled from  the church. From 
1845 to 1861 he alternated between preaching and acting, 
especially in Wisconsin and New England. O ne fiery, but 
short-lived interlude with King Jam es Strang, a claimant to 
M orm on leadership, merely aggravated his problems of 
insecurity.16 T hrough  it all, however, Adams kept his 
m agnificent obsession. For seventeen years it was more 
obscure than otherwise, but, beginning in 1861, it was to be 
dom inant with him, dom inant enough to pu t him “on the 
wagon” and to pull together the C hurch of the Messiah, 
w hich  he o rg a n iz e d  th a t year in S p rin g fie ld , 
M assachusetts.17 It was a bold stroke to do it in Springfield 
where Sam Bowles, vitriolic editor of the Republican, had 
been suggesting for a year that ta r and feathers were a fit 
treatm ent for A dam s.18 He also launched a periodical, the 
Sword of Truth and Harbinger of Peace.19 From  the first issue 
George Adams began a long cam paign pointing toward his 
mission to Palestine in fulfillm ent of ancient prophecies 
having to do with the children of Ephraim  urging the 
children of Judah  to re tu rn  to Jerusalem . To Adams, and 
therefore to them , the members o f the Church of the 
Messiah were the children of Ephraim , the son o f Joseph in 
Egypt. This, he had garnered  from  M ormonism with its 
responsibility for reestablishing the House o f Israel ra ther 
than superseding it as so many Christians claimed. Adams,
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while keeping his fo rm er relationship quiet, drew heavily 
on it. And, for him, the question o f who should take the lead 
in such a venture had been resolved. Joseph  Smith, who 
had shared the vision, was dead. O rson Hyde had gone 
West. It was up to him, to G. J. Adams.

George Adams, until late 1861, had  done his best and 
sometimes his worst in large cities like Boston and New 
York City. T o re tu rn  to these would have been disastrous. 
He avoided them  and went to the country towns of Maine. 
His “Editorial Journeyings,” a colum n in th eSword of Truth, 
show him still preaching in the most p rom inent halls, but 
they are in places like Vassalboro and  St. George, small 
towns in the Kennebec Valley and  fronting on Penobscot 
Bay. Struggling to build a new identity and to forestall 
unfavorable publicity, Adams was avoiding all references to 
his L atter-D ay Saint connections. He had  to move 
circumspectly because he was working in an area covered in 
earlier days by fellow ministers from  Nauvoo. Generally, he 
pulled it o ff w ithout reference o r recognition. However, in 
Machias, W ashington County, the Machias Republican 
com mented: “We observe by the Portland papers that one 
Reverend G. J. Adams is edifying and instructing the good 
people o f that region in relation to their religious duties. 
We had supposed that the redoubtable ‘Elder was played 
out long ago, as the last we heard of him he was connected 
with a company o f strolling actors, and ‘doing’ Richard III 
nightly to a crowd o f verdant individuals at a shilling a head. 
We believe he was at one tim e a d issem inato r o f 
M orm onism .”20

If  Adams had known of that notice in Machias he m ight 
not have come so soon to W ashington County but, in 
company with Vinal Dyer, he did come, stopping at 
Addison Point where the two of them  were entertained by 
Mr. and Mrs. S. L. Wass. Mrs. Shadrach Wass was Dyer’s 
daughter. H er husband had already become a prom inent 
citizen of A ddison, a beautifu l town of fresh-built,
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Maine-style houses. They were substantial, large enough to 
accomm odate families with six to twelve children. L eander 
Knowles had a shipyard at the Point, which could handle 
the construction of ships up to six h u n d red  tons. T he 
Masons were well-established, with a good-sized hall on the 
main street, and Adams, a loyal Mason, attended  a meeting 
at the lodge.

T he Universalists offered the use of their m eetinghouse 
and Adams delivered a lecture on ‘‘Jews, Jerusalem , and the 
Holy L and.” T he response was very encouraging. A series 
o f meetings followed and at the conclusion Vinal Dyer, 
Shadrach Wass, and others went down into the waters of 
baptism. No m atter the tem perature of the water, baptisms 
were conducted at the time of decision. This was March, 
and salt water in Maine in M arch calls for conviction.21

In May he was back in Addison and Indian River, about 
four miles away and half the distance to Jonesport. 
A braham  K. McKenzie received him  with a warm welcome, 
making up his m ind to be baptized as did Captain W arren 
Wass. McKenzie was the leading business man in Indian 
River, postm aster, justice o f the peace, ow ner of the general 
store, and involved with shipbuilding and coastal traffic. 
Adams was getting substantial citizens, none better, nor 
m ore capable. He was gaining converts and building 
churches up and down the coast. M embers o f the Church of 
the Messiah were in Rochester, New Ham pshire, York, 
Rockland, T hom aston , Vassalboro, O rring ton , Surry, 
Sullivan, and Lebanon, Maine, and there was a thriving 
congregation in Springfield, Massachusetts. It was at 
Indian River, however, that the C hurch of the Messiah 
thrived m ore than any o ther place. Adams was not long in 
deciding that the work would center there. He and his wife 
and son Clarence were given a hearty welcome by the Abe 
McKenzies in a typical Maine house stretching out into shed 
and barn, with no need to go outside in a bitter Maine
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winter. T he McKenzies and the Adam s family were to live 
together for “a short season” at the foot o f H all’s Hill. 
Adams was delighted.

He began in earnest to move from  generalities about the 
redem ption o f Israel to specifics as to who was to be 
involved —the children o f Ephraim , those strangers from  
afar who were to initiate the g reat prophecy-fulfilling move 
o f the children o f Israel to the land of the ir forefathers. Any 
who responded to his call would recognize themselves to be, 
by blood or adoption, o f the tribe o f Israel’s Ephraim . T he 
great sense of urgency that drove him  and his followers to 
im m ediate action was the conviction tha t the gathering of 
the Jews, the ir establishm ent as a nation, and  the com ing of 
the Messiah, would “take place before the generation now 
living shall pass away.” I f  before he had been a man always 
in motion, he was even m ore so at this point. Everything was 
crucial. T h ere  was an obsession about him, yet his very 
seriousness added to the im pression of earnestness. H e w  
in earnest. His cause was great, the greatest, and as things 
had tu rned  out, in spite o f his weakness, he was the right 
man, in the right place, at the right time.

G. J. A d am s’s seriousness of intent has led many to the 
impression of his being a hum orless boor. D uring this 
season o f successful endeavor, however, when he is b rought 
together with people in homes and small m eeting places he 
seems dow nright hum an. T he first son o f his first m arriage, 
George Oscar Adams, was happily received on his re tu rn  
from  Civil W ar service.24 A dam s enjoyed a fishing 
expedition with friends in New H am pshire. He was utterly 
delighted with his association in a m arathon of visits to 
homes across the state of Maine. In his “journeyings,” he 
speaks with much warm th regarding  brothers and sisters 
who sh a re  a rea l b o n d  o f  a ffe c tio n . G en e ra lly  
com plim entary in his rem arks, and inviting others to stay 
where he has enjoyed accom m odation, he even speaks with
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wry hum or about some hotels he would not recom m end:25
O ur horse was tired out from the long drive and  constant travel and we 

were com pelled to stop at Derry Hotel. We d o n ’t know the landlord’s 
name, and have no desire to learn it: cold meat for supper, and raw at 
that, onlv think, raw veal, and blood running  out of it. We had cold meat 
for breakfast, and coffee; did 1 say coffee? . . . Well let me say the Derry 
Hotel was rem arkable for just three tilings. Setting a poor table, charging 
a high price, and having a Yankee quiz for a landlord.

Bv contrast, the American Hotel in Ellsworth was a favorite 
resting place because “the gentlem anly landlord always 
treats his guests with kindness and hospitality.” He also 
enjoyed the Cleaves Hotel at Stockton.

While Adams preached on a broad range of gospel 
them es, he in te rsp e rsed  them  with reflec tions on 
contem porary affairs, especially the Civil War, and the 
problem of slavery. Quite often he would insert an address 
on elocution and oratory'. He established an elocutionary 
school, and also at Indian River the old stage player started 
a dram a society and even had Abe McKenzie playing roles. 
Learning lines for Abe was d ifferent from learning lines for 
George. During a play, Abe, slightly deaf and forgetful, 
would move nearer to the prom pter, sometimes having to 
ask for a line the second time and then go on his way. It all 
added to the fun. It was great having the town’s leading 
citizen willing to risk em barrassm ent to the am usem ent of 
all.

T hen, the Shakespearian himself responded to their 
pleading to do something from the stage. It was pure magic. 
After a few moments, the man they knew became another, a 
slightly misshapen, male\ olent, would-be king. To draw the 
characterof King Richard III in their minds, Adams began 
with the closing scenes of King Henry VI Richard has just 
slain the king:27

I have often heard rnv m other vi\
I came into the world with rnv Jc-̂ s forward:
Had 1 riot reason, third ve to mal-e haae
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And seek their ru in  that u su rp ’d ou r  right:
T he  midwife w onder’d; and  the women cried,
0 ,  Jesus bless us, he is horn with teeth!
And so I was, which plainly signified
T ha t I should snarl, and bite, and  play the dog.
T hen , since the heavens have shap’d my body so,
Let hell make crook’d my mind to answer it.
I have no brother, l a m  like no brother; .
I am myself alone.

From here he launched directly into Richard III , 
warming to the opportunity  to transpo rt his hearers, and  to 
prove him self the artist:28
1, that am rudely s tam p’d, and  want love’s majesty 
To strut before a wanton ambling nymph;
I, that am curtail’d of this fair p roportion,
Cheated of feature by dissembling nature,
D eform ’d, unfinish’d, sent before my time 
Into this breathing world scarce half made up,
And that so lamely and unfashionable 
That dogs bark at me as 1 halt by them; —
Why, 1, in this weak piping time of peace,
Have no delight to pass away the time,
Lnless to spy my shadow in the sun,
And descant on mine own deformity:
And therefore, — since I cannot prove a lover,
To entertain these fair well-spoken days —
1 am determ ined  to prove a villain,
And hate the idle pleasures o f  these days 
Plots have 1 laid, inductions dangerous,
By d runken  prophecies, libels, and  dream s

So eloquent was his tongue that they were, indeed, 
transported. T h eir rude unp ro p p ed  stage in Ind ian  River 
was Boston or New York, and Adams was a scheming 
dissembler from  ano ther time and place. T he applause was 
spontaneous and loud. Not only did they accept him, most 
of them  came close to loving him. Many hearts were 
opening to make him one o f them . O thers were to 
rem em b er him  as the  villainous R ichard  I II  with 
“inductions dangerous,” and "d runken  prophecies.”
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Everybody was family, o r seemed like it, and this has 
always been part of the genius of small-town life in 
Maine —nearness, with its inevitable impact for good or ill. 
Personal behavior is subject to the im m ediate social control 
by family and neighbors. Persuasion may be aided o r 
thw arted by the interm eshing o f lives. H um or may become 
barbed by the very proximity and familiarity. Secrets are 
not easily kept, especially if they are illicit. But, let tragedy 
strike and the whole community responds to personal and 
family need. W hen the essential sense of community is 
threatened, o r presum ed to be threatened, let the in truder 
beware. To become part of the com munity is easy, if by 
birth; to become part of the com m unity by moving in is 
som ething else. It helps to have roots, o r a precondition of 
shared relatives or faith.

Rapid acceptance of the Adams family, and especially of 
G. J. Adams throughout Maine —especially in the Addison, 
Indian River, and Jonesport area —is a tribute to his 
persuasive powers and to his ability to relate to people on a 
personal basis. It is a warmth noted especially in the 
frequency of re turn ing  to the table of many families. It is 
m arked by the sincerity o f p rom inent D. J. Sawyers 
offering a resolution in public m eeting inviting Adams to 
re tu rn  soon to Jonesport.29

A mellow, more confident, and accepted George Adams 
sensed the support with which to move confidently toward 
fulfilling the vision shared by Orson Hyde over twenty 
years before. If  their surmise then was right about timing, 
the inexorable m ovem ent o f  p rophecy  was getting 
im patient for the children of Ephraim  to act in behalf of the 
children of Judah . From here on, the frequency of sermons 
and articles on the redem ption of Israel increased. Adams’s 
n ew spaper, the Sword of T ru th , c a rr ie d  add itiona l 
inform ation regarding the curren t status o f affairs in 
Palestine. Headlines carried the feeling of increased 
tempo: “N um ber of Jews,” “Signs in the Holy Land,” “T he

32



Jerusalem  Mission Once M ore,” “T h e  Jews and T heir 
F u tu re ,” “ Im p ro v e m en ts  in J e ru s a le m ,” “ A n cien t 
T elegraphing .” T he next step was natural. Like Caleb and 
Joshua sent by Moses to spy out the land of promise, two 
were designated to go to Palestine. G. J . Adams was to be 
accompanied by Joseph B ennett o f Springfield. Funds 
were raised by public appeals from  the pulpit and the pages 
of the Sword of Truth. But, when the time came to go, there 
was severe illness in the Bennett family. T he alternate was 
easy to choose, A braham  McKenzie of Indian River. 
Besides, Adams felt “led by the spirit” to select him.

On Friday, August 11, 1865, Adams and Abe McKenzie 
landed at Jaffa, and like Joshua and Caleb spied out the 
land of promise in preparation for the colony Adams was 
proposing to assist in the retu rn  of the Jews.30 They took 
the Nablus Road (now Eilat) which, near the town, ran  to 
the northeast through level ground. Any hurry  they felt 
was offset by their joy at the lush fertility o f the soil and the 
abundant fruit. T he late-blooming, rocky coast o f Maine at 
Jonesport was never like this. Scarcely five m inutes walk 
from the gate of Jaffa they were draw n to a slight rise in the 
ground on their right. They tu rned  to walk no m ore than 
seventy-five meters to the crest. A stone house was falling 
apart; trees were sparse and un tended . T here  was a well. 
The view was unbelievable, offering the M editerranean to 
the west and the outlined buildings on Ja ffa ’s hill to the 
southwest. At their backs orchards and fields o f grain gave 
way to sand and the hills o f Ephraim .

T he suprem e porte, sultan of Turkey, looked with 
disfavor upon any colonization or landholding in Palestine 
by aliens. T urkey  had already suffered  from  many 
incursions and the sultan was particularly sensitive to 
threats by overt or subtle invasion from  W estern powers. 
He had signed a decree of religious freedom , but he was 
adam ant about land purchase.
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T h eir agent, H erm an Loewenthal, gave assurance that 
there were ways to get around the restriction. He could 
arrange it. W hat G. J. and Abe did not know was that the 
sultan would shortly be inform ed of their action, confusing 
157 persons as heads of families —a sizable invasion! He 
would specifically deny them  the privilege o f colonizing 
and purchasing land. U nfortunately, that com munication 
would not be delivered until the colony was ju st arriving in 
Jaffa!

George and Abe met many interesting people. They were 
p a rticu la rly  im pressed  by the co m m itm en t o f the 
Franciscan monks and by the enterprise of the leaders of 
the Jewish community. T he Jewish rabbi and money 
c h a n g e r , M eyer H a m b u rg e r , was also se rv ing  as 
correspondent for Hamagid, a Hebrew weekly published in 
Lyk, East Prussia, whose editor was an ardent Zionist. 
H am burger’s eyes queried their sincerity and conviction, 
and their arden t disclaimer o f proselytizing intent, but, 
once convinced, he warm ed to their venture and saw in 
them  an exem plary lever to inspire his own people back in 
Europe to similar ventures. T o the pair from  I ndian River it 
was precisely their role as the “Sons o f Ephraim .”

A haron Chelouche was in the fo refron t of those eager to 
see a Jewish neighborhood extended north  beyond the 
walls. T here  would have to be enough people to give 
reasonable guarantee against m arauding Bedouins. T he 
p ro p o sed  A m erican  colony w ould s tren g th en  th a t 
guarantee. Chelouche was looking at the land adjacent to 
and between the Am ericans’ in tended purchase and the 
sea. Several people shared the dream  of a burgeoning city 
beyond the walls o f Jaffa. It had to be. It would be. 
W hatever that larger com munity beyond the walls might 
come to be called, it would yet become as George Adams 
was predicting, the commercial center o f Palestine. And, 
there would be a small hilltop crowned with a settlem ent 
com mitted to an Israel yet to be reestablished.

34



T he next year in Maine was a frenzy o f recruiting and 
readying. It was also a frenzy of activity for those who were 
bent on destroying G. J. Adams and his Jaffa  enterprise. 
Friends and relatives of some who were going made a 
ca reer ou t o f p lo tting  d isaster, p red ic tin g  ru in , and  
p a in tin g  A d am s’s c h a ra c te r  as evil as th e ir  fe r tile  
im aginations could  devise. T h e  m ost verbal in th e ir  
skepticism were Tim  Drisko and his friend Morey Wass. 
They felt that they had reason to be alarm ed with a host o f 
relatives planning to leave within weeks. Both o f them  were 
Methodists and rued  the theft o f family and friends who 
h ad  w alked in to  th e  w aters o f  b ap tism  w ith the  
black-pantalooned sheep-stealer, Pastor Adams. It was a 
foregone conclusion that T im  and Morey would be aided, if 
covertly, by the M ethodist preacher. W hat the parson 
might conceive and feel impolitic to do himself, T im  and 
Morey bent into eagerly, and  thus it was that during  the late 
m onths of w inter and early spring 1866, they fired off 
letters to Sam Bowles, ed itor of the Springfield Republican, 
and found him happy to cooperate.

On Ju n e  5th, following an excited visit by Morey Wass, 
George W. Drisko, editor of the Machias Union, began in 
earnest to dredge up the past o f G. J. Adams. Morey had 
secured the 1861 articles exposing Adams as a drunken 
im poster in Springfield. A pparently, Morey had written 
not only to Springfield but also to several townsfolk and 
editors from  Rutland, V erm ont, to Newark, New Jersey, 
pleading for inform ation against Adams to be sent to the 
Machias Union. George Drisko was im pressed by the volume 
of mail, claiming to be swamped by m ore than fifty letters 
leveling reliable criticism at George Jones Adams as an 
unworthy and extrem ely wicked m an.31 T he tem po and 
volume of editorial warning to the residents o f Addison, 
Indian River, and Jonesport increased. It was 1861 all over 
again, and George Adams, so long on the wagon and with 
his reputation  and Palestine venture at stake, increased his
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efforts and began to lose his tem per, loudly proclaim ing his 
innocence, and taking up the cudgel against George Drisko. 
He lashed out at the editor, venting his frustration in a 
to rren t no less abusive than Drisko’s. He first rebuked 
Drisko for his anti-Lincoln, anti-U nion sentiments: “Have 
you forgotten your dirty m eanness, your treasonable and 
secession p rin c ip les  y ou r c ro ak in g  aga inst you r 
country? . You, G. W. Drisko! You talk o f ‘wind o f 
doctrine,’ you never was anything but wind politically o r 
religiously . . . you are a miserable hum bug .”32

He need not have written thus, no r did he have to make 
public issue of it. He was the revered leader and needed 
only to live above the abuse, but that is easier to say than to 
do, especially w hen m em ory burns with past failure, 
disappointm ent, and guilt. He had been h u rt by editors in 
the past, editors who, it m ust be adm itted, took advantage 
of their privileged status in o rd er to fashion the news ra th e r 
than report it. Bias was frequently m ore apparen t than 
objectivity.

George entered  into a near frenzy of final recruiting and 
fund-raising with no letup in preaching and baptizing. A 
visit to St. George to see a bark being built there persuaded 
him  to firm  up arrangem ents for the Nellie Chapin nearing 
com pletion at A ddison Point. She was being built by 
L e a n d e r  K now les, a m aste r c a rp e n te r  o f  ex ce llen t 
reputation  and known to them  all. A partnership  of eight 
owned the vessel, including a m ajor partner with 4/16 
ownership, N ahum  Chapin. He had the right to nam e her. 
A nother was Samuel P. Adams of Boston. She was a sleek 
and beautiful bark of 567 tons, 133.5 feet long by 30.3 feet 
beam and 18.8 feet from  deck to keel. She was built with 
square stern and billet head. T here  were full seven feet 
between decks to accom m odate h er unusual cargo of 
families. Cabin house and galley were enlarged. O verhead 
her masts were two square-rigged plus one rigged fore and 
aft. From  bowsprit to ru d d e r she would be a m aster’s
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d ream , an d  C ap ta in  W a rren  W ass, 1/16 ow ner an d  
longtim e m em ber o f the C hurch of the Messiah, would be 
her m aster.33

If  all went well they should be able to em bark for Jaffa  by 
the end o f July o r the fore part of August. T he Sword of 
Truth carried the news already shared around  Indian River 
but eagerly awaited in Surry, Lebanon, and Rochester 
where o ther families were preparing  to go:34

We give notice that we have chartered  the new and splendid barque 
N ellie  C h a p i n . . . . T he  cabin is finished in splendid style. T he  price of 
first cabin passage from Jonesport to Jaffa, is one h und red  dollars in 
currency. T he  price o f  second cabin passage is sixty-five dollars in 
currency. Lum ber will be carried from Machiasport to Jaffa for $20 per 
thousand feet. Freight taken twenty per cent lower than the common 
price up the M editerranean.

T he  average price o f  lum ber at Machiaport will be about $13.50 per 
thousand, instead of $13. . . . Good panel doors will cost from $1.85 to 
$2.35, and  window sashes will cost from nine to twenty cents per light, 
according to the size. Four thousand feet of boards will make ou r  smallest 
size two-story houses. These houses will contain four good-sized rooms, 
and a cook room. T he  parlor o f  this house will be twelve by thirteen feet, 
the dining room 10 by 13 feet, and  the rooms upstairs will be the same 
size, the cook and  wash room 8 x 1 0  feet. The entire cost of lumber, 
doors, windows and  nails for such a house delivered in Jaffa  will be about 
$175. Brick and cement for chimneys will cost about $15; gutta percha 
for roof $20, making all together $210 —add $15 for butts, screws, and  
other little items, and it will be about $225. Cheap enough for the 
substantial part o f a neat small two story house delivered in Palestine, this 
will build a house that will make any small family comfortable for the 
time being. Now let it be understood that this will be a house with frame 
well boarded, a good roof and chimney, doors and  windows, good floors, 
and closets. . . .

All preparations for building houses, in fact, the ability to 
proceed with the whole venture, were predicated upon the 
availability o f the plot o f g round they had  agreed upon with 
Loewenthal who, in anticipation of their coming, had been 
appointed to serve as United States vice consul in Jaffa. 
T hat neither Am erican consul Beauboucher, a Belgian, nor
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Loewenthal, a converted G erm an Jew, were United States 
citizens seemed, at first, no m ore than an interesting 
anomaly but this became a distressing irritan t as m onths 
wore on. F u rther to guarantee the arrangem ents for land, 
Adams had gone in February in com pany with Rolla Floyd 
to W ashington, D.C. A rm ed with a letter o f introduction 
from  Senator Lot Myrick Merrill o f Maine to Secretary of 
State William Seward, Adams was ushered  into the 
presence o f President Andrew Johnson  and then into the 
office of Secretary Seward. A petition had already been 
p repared  for transmission to the sultan of Turkey and 
received the approbation of Seward who agreed to send it 
along to the sultan via the United States Embassy in 
Constantinople. Sent in the first part of March, the petition 
would require a minimum of eighty days for travel alone, 
and , with the delays o f processing in W ashington, 
Constantinople, and again in W ashington, there could be 
no guarantee of an answer before departure. They lived in 
hope of a favorable answer but could not imagine refusal 
for so worthy a cause with a prophetic timetable moving 
inexorably in their favor.35

W ord received from  Loewenthal, in July, seemed a 
portent of the complete success o f their petition — the pasha 
of Jerusalem  was granting them  the right to land all items 
they had m entioned free of duty. Also, Loewenthal said he 
had been successful in securing several plots of land. He 
had also purchased for them  20 horses, 8 cows, 2,000 
bushels o f seed wheat, 1,000 bushels o f barley, a large 
am ount o f lime, and o ther things. He indicated that the 
rains were abundant, as were the crops. “Thus the great 
work of restitution rolls on and none can h inder,” George 
assured the readers in the July 25 edition of the Sword of 
Truth.™

In spite of the opposition of G. W. Drisko and the "raging 
and foaming of a few “sectarians” in Indian River, plans



were proceeding well. It was likely that no one besides 
Adams had recruited m ore people than Gram  Burns. 
T here  were 23 of G ram ’s offspring heading for Jaffa  and 
that did not count her relations am ong the Leightons and 
Rogers. Nearly one-third  o f the colony belonged to h e r.37 
T here  were also Wasses, Tabbutts, Emersons, Grays, 
Kelleys, Lynches, Batsons, Alleys and  W atts. F rom  
A ddison , In d ian  River, an d  J o n e s p o r t  th e re  w ere 
approxim ately 100 persons. O thers came from  Lebanon 
and O rring ton , Maine. Large families of Clarks and 
C orsons cam e from  R ochester, N .H . W en tw orth s, 
Withams, and the Higgins family were scheduled on board 
from  Surry. T he Clarks and W entw orths were related 
through Ellen (W entworth) Clark. C.K. Higgins was to 
serve as physician for the colony. Four M oultons from  York 
brought the total from  the C hurch of the Messiah to 153. In 
addition, there were 4 passengers from  Boston, including 
the spiritualist, doctor and dentist, Mayo G. Smith, and a 
piano teacher, complete with piano, Miss Jane  Flagg. T here  
were several ship captains, including A. H. Wass of San 
Francisco. Farm ers, carpenters, boatbuilders, and masons 
lent guarantee of ability to build a com m unity soundly 
based on agriculture but not limited to farm ing. Rolla Floyd 
h o p ed  to com bine  a h o te l w ith a stage v e n tu re , 
Jaffa-to-Jerusalem , thus taking direct advantage of the 
swelling tourist trade in the Holy L and .38

T he colony was not communistic. Farm ing lands would 
be purchased o r ren ted  and cultivated by families. T h eir 
houses would be built on individually owned lots. Each 
family was to meet its own expenses, and  each breadw inner 
was expected to su p p o rt his family from  earnings, 
members en trusted  their money to Adams as banker and 
trustee. It was not given to him or to the association.

A lthough Dr. Higgins planned to take an adequate 
supply of medicines and surgical instrum ents, each family 
was to lay in popular remedies for ailments to which they
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were accustomed. They were also cautioned regarding the 
possible recurrence of the cholera that cursed the Eastern 
M editerranean the previous year. Typically, they took 
laudanum , spirits of cam phor, and tincture of rhubarb  to 
be ready for the nausea and diarrhea of cholera. For severe 
vomiting they added tincture o f capsicum, tincture of 
ginger, and tincture of cardam on seeds. For colds some 
took along Dr. Poland’s White Pine Com pound, while 
others took Coe’s Cough Balsam. Quantities of castor oil 
were to make the voyage along with Coe’s Dyspepsia Cure. 
T he ladies added a supply of Lyon’s Periodical Drops.

T he new spaper controversy continued to rage. Rumors 
were rife th roughout W ashington County. Editor Charles 
Forbush of the Machias Republican found much to applaud 
in the courage and faith o f the followers o f George Adams. 
Forbush was disturbed by the wild accusations going back 
and forth and felt that his com petitor, Editor George 
Drisko, was a strong factor in the m ounting ill will and 
mood of distrust. He wrote an editorial that was filled with 
sober hope. He said it was
an e rro r  to suppose that the colony was composed of ignorant 
m en . Many o( these  co lonists  lo r  Palestine  a re  m en of' 
intelligence — ordinarily  not readily m oved by every “wind of 
doc tr ine” — farmers, merchants, ship masters, ship owners, and 
mechanics — men ot property and ol means —who have sold out all of 
their possessions and contributed the avails toward the accomplishment 
of their plans.

What the final results ot the undertaking may be we are not prepared 
to predict. T here  is however a romantic charm about it which has always 
attracted our attention. It is not indeed the old crusade of past centuries 
with all its ’portents ol war,” but on the contrary the organism of peace. 
It may be the initial step to carry out plans yet undeveloped, for restoring 
the sacred territory ol Palestine, and  in the N ell ie  C h a p i n , it may be, in 
after years will be found the companion of the M a y f lo w e r ™

It was indeed a rem inder of the Mayflower, in religious 
motivation and com mitm ent, and in the determ ination of 
families to risk leaving the known for the unknown. These
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were not hand-picked fo r strength or wealth. They were 
not free from  family obligations; they were families, with 
children making up nearly half the total. They had no 
financial backers, no reservoirs to tu rn  to in case of a bad 
tu rn  of events.

It m ust be recognized that their motivations were 
uneven, some going only because others they loved were 
going; some went u n d er the um brella o f faith but hoped to 
be in on the ground floor, “with co rner lots,” as someone 
was heard  to say. At least three m en —Zebediah Alley, 
Daniel Watts, and Line N orton —tu rn ed  with heavy feet 
tow ard  the  Nellie C hapin . T h ey  w ere  m a rr ie d  to 
strong-willed women. Phoebe N orton, not unlike her 
m other, Gram Burns, said simply and firmly, “I f  you do n ’t 
go, you’ll stay here alone!”

By August 10, 1866, the “sleek and beautiful” Nellie 
Chapin, fresh in the water, was ready to weigh anchor at 
Steamboat W harf, Jonesport, Maine. T h e  hold was filled 
with b u ild in g  su p p lies , cu ltiv a tin g  an d  h a rv es tin g  
equipm ent, and provisions for 157 men, women, and 
children who were m igrating to the Holy Land. Partitions 
between decks were prefabricated sections o f houses. It was 
a well-ordered venture, showing the com bined genius of 
Adams and Abe McKenzie, his very com petent assistant 
who had been to Palestine with him. McKenzie would stay 
behind to recruit ano ther shipload of em igrants and o rder 
a schooner to ply the M editerranean trade routes. He 
w ould estab lish  e x p o r t- im p o r t a r ra n g e m e n ts  w ith 
Jonesport fish and lobster packers and edit the Sword of 
Truth and Harbinger of Peace.40 Strong motivation backed by 
scriptural prom ise, shrewdness, and Yankee ingenuity 
should have been sufficient to guarantee success o f the 
colony, but they were to pay a price; somebody may have 
had to pay in o rd er for others not to fail.

They arrived at Jaffa  on Septem ber 22, were perm itted  
to land duty free, and began the tedious job of landing their
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supplies directly on the beach, w here they set up a 
tem porary camp. It would be their hom e until land 
purchase could be m anipulated th rough  use o f a straw 
man, which they d idn’t like. They were used to clear title in 
fee simple.

T here  were complications galore, including water unfit 
to drink, furnished presumably from  a sanitary well on 
contract to the Am erican vice consul in Jaffa. It was instead 
disease-laden. T h ere  was the inevitable dysentery. T o that 
was added what we know now as a staph infection. 
Breast-fed infants survived, but many just a few months 
older and many elderly people died. Sixteen of the colonists 
d ied , in fact, in the  first th ree  m onths. It was a 
heartbreaking, frustrating experience. Add the “croakers” 
as Adams called his vocal opposition in the parlance of the 
tim e.41 T here  were some who either came un d er protest by 
persuasion of their wives, o r were disgruntled by ill turns of 
circumstance. Some had hoped to better their conditions 
even m ore than they had hoped for the redem ption of the 
Jews.

W orst of all, the one who had seen his longest dry spell 
deteriorate into resurgence o f alcoholism was not at his best 
for the massive problems of leadership that confronted 
him. He had, in a m om ent o f extrem e frustration before 
ever landing at Jaffa, tu rned  to the bottle. His wife, for 
various reasons, tu rned  strident and nagging and drove 
him fu rth er into his weakness until he could not cope 
adequately. Yet, in spite o f it all, seventeen houses were 
assembled by January , as well as a church and a store. It was 
one o f the major seasons of planting, and they sowed 
several acres of rented land in wheat, barley, potatoes, and 
sesame.

Expenses were heavier than anticipated. They had too 
little cash to carry them  until harvest, and then, when 
harvesttim e did come, the fields that had been so verdant
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and prom ising gave less yield than hoped. In  addition, 
much o f the ir grain had been tram pled  and some harvested 
early for grass by m arauding Bedouins. To that was added 
the exorbitant cost exacted fo r use o f the land. O f the yield, 
nearly 50 percent was charged against them  either by the 
owner o r  by the governm ent. T hey found  themselves, o f 
necessity, eating next season’s seed crop. U nfortunately, 
there was little cash-yielding work in the city. Wages were 
low and prices high. It did not take long to determ ine who 
was to blame: G. J. Adams. He was blam ed for everything 
by one side of the divided colony.

One person o f uncertain motivation th roughou t the 
Jaffa venture was Mayo Smith. As a spiritualist he was both 
attracted to and repelled by A dam s’s beliefs. T h e ir 
d iscussions becam e a rg u m e n ts  an d  th e n  h e a te d  
confrontations. Since he had no intention o f staying in 
Palestine, he was u nder no obligation to build or to plant. 
He had time to move about and talk. As time went by, his 
talk gained authenticity. He was gaining a reputation  as a 
newspaper correspondent. People in the United States, 
especially from  New York to Machias, were fascinated by 
the courageous, if foolhardy, venture of the Adams colony. 
Mayo Smith was a m ajor source of news, sending o ff reports 
to the Boston Traveller, and slanting them  to his own 
purpose.42 A few weeks later those reports came back to 
Palestine. T he colony, anxious for news from  hom e, found 
themselves m irrored  and exposed. Some were infuriated; 
others were im pressed and listened to Smith with m ore 
respect.

Smith, once pro-Adam s enough to accept the invitation 
to make the journey , drew a sizable collection of the old 
anti-Adams letters and articles from  his trunk  and began to 
work on Levi Mace, Shad Wass, Seward Gray, William 
Lynch, O rland Tibbetts, and others. His most telling effect 
may have been on Ellis B. McKenzie, J r ., who wrote a letter 
published in the Machias Republican :44
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I take this late hour to inform you in relation to [the] great humbug. You 
have had particulars by my sister in regard  to G. J . Adams’ wild character 
in keeping a rum  shop and getting d runk  and undertak ing  to cheat the 
colonists out o f  all their money. I take pleasure in announcing that I have 
re tu rned  to my form er faith and shall soon re tu rn  to my native country, 
although rather chagrined at such a ridiculous mistake. My wife has been 
sick for three months and is quite discouraged. She cries almost every day 
when she thinks how useless her coming out here was and  says, “Oh, if I 
was only home again.”

T he  business o f  the colony grows more and  more complicated every day. 
T he  colony you unders tand  is divided, part for getting back, part for 
staying. T h e  part that are for Mr. Adams are fanatically mad. Those that 
wish to re tu rn  have the U. S. Consulate on their side. Hence there is a 
warring between the two parties. . My pleasure is to come home in the 
Spring so here 1 close.

Adams had anticipated the yearning to re tu rn  to Maine. 
A fter landing from  Nellie Chapin, he proclaim ed in public 
meeting that any who were dissatisfied could re tu rn  on the 
same vessel, free of charge. T he offer was repeated at least 
three times publicly before Nellie Chapin pulled away. No 
one expressed a desire to re tu rn .

Much has been m ade of the colonists’ sale of property 
back hom e and tu rn ing  the proceeds over to Adams. He did 
take their greenbacks with him to Boston where they were 
co n v erted  in to  gold, the in te rn a tio n a l m edium  of 
exchange. T he gold was then held for safekeeping, until 
sometime prior to arrival in Jaffa  when it was paid over to 
the families. Not all the greenbacks had been tu rn ed  over to 
him. In a consulate survey of resources in mid-1867 Jo h n  
Drisko and Shad Wass showed $1,000 each in greenbacks 
while Mrs. E. S. Wass listed $935 in paper money. T ragedy 
lay in the fact that cash reserves on leaving America 
averaged less than $1,000 per family. Ben Rogers was 
typical, beginning the venture with only $400. Only four 
had resources exceeding $2,500 — G. J. Adams ($5,000), 
Fred W itham ($4,500), Ackley N orton ($2,500), and Mrs. 
E. S. Wass ($2,890). By the time of the survey Adams had 
invested his money in property, planted twenty acres,
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borrow ed $2,800, and loaned $3,000 to m em bers o f the 
colony. C ontrary to popular supposition, the hard  facts 
indicate that Adams had m ore invested in the enterprise 
than anyone else.45

Building, planting, and living costs were eating away 
their limited resources. Prices went up (meat by 30 per 
pound) in response to their arrival. M utton was 80 per 
pound, flour $14.00 per barrel, and milk 300 p er quart. 
T here was little work available for the skills they possessed, 
and their strange language limited their ability to search out 
em ployment and to com m unicate once employed.

The foodstuffs purchased by Loewenthal as their agent 
were uniform ly bad. Bread, rice and flour were infested. 
Oil was rancid. They finally went on their own in the 
market, inspected and purchased the vegetables and small 
quantities o f meat they could afford. Meat was hung  for 
easy inspection and was brushed  by garm ents passing by. 
Grain was sifted and  vegetables fond led  by soiled, 
exploring fingers.

During the week o f Sunday, January  20, 1867, a New York 
Tribune correspondent wrote with mild rebuke about the 
Yankee em igration from  Down East in Maine to Down East 
in Palestine, scoffed at their pretensions to being identified 
as the “tribe of E phraim ” and their insistence that the curse 
was being taken o ff the land o f Palestine. A fter all he 
declared, “T h ere  are still thorns and thistles and weeds 
growing on every side.”

George Drisko’s com m ent for the week, “W hen will the 
world learn that the kingdom  of Christ is a spiritual 
kingdom, and that the Jerusalem  w here he is to reign is a 
spiritual Jerusalem , and not the old, dirty Jewish city?”

G. J. Adams was already w ritten o ff by the press as a 
visionary, a deluded deceiver o f the innocent. As it had 
been th ro u g h o u t his life, w hen u n d e r  ridicule and
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defam ation, Adams lost his tem per and his control, 
becoming abusive, even to his friends. A simple and 
necessary question frequently p rom pted  a vicious reply. 
Before long, it became apparen t that the colony would fall 
victim to dissension, dysentery, and drink. Some, like Levi 
Mace, began early to make plans for re tu rn  to America. 
O thers followed shortly after. In less than a year from  
arrival all but approxim ately twenty were either dead or 
re tu rned  to America. D uring this time, Mark Twain was 
doing his Innocents Abroad and was on board with the largest 
contingent of the hom eward bound. They were destitute, 
not knowing how they would go beyond Alexandria. Moses 
Beach, a New York newspaper man, put up $1,500 in gold 
to get them  on their way.

In  spite o f everything, some stayed, enduring  Adams and 
his strident wife as well as troubled circumstance. T heir 
motivation was certain. T he adults were at least as strong in 
their conviction of prophecy’s soon fulfillm ent as ever. T he 
women, Ellen Clark, Abitha Leighton, Theodocia Floyd, 
Addie Watts and Abigail Alley, lost their husbands by death 
o r desertion, except for Docia who saw her Rolla become 
the leading dragom an, guide, and tour d irec to r in 
Palestine. He ran a stage service over the new macadamized 
road from  Jaffa  to Jerusalem , in fact, driving the first 
horse-drawn vehicle over that road. Ellen C lark’s boys 
jo ined with Rolla and became wealthy as the agents of 
Thom as Cook & Son in Jerusalem  and New York City. 
H erbert Clark served as American vice consul in Jerusalem  
for years. His collection of archeological artifacts, given to 
the Jerusalem  ym ca  by his widow, rem ains one of the finest 
in Israel.

T he colony became the hotel center of Palestine. T he 
three-story hotel built by the Burns brothers was the first o f 
many to welcome the swelling tide o f tourists and 
imm igrants. One of the hotels, the Park, nam ed for its
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beautiful garden, was developed by the Ustinov family.46 
T he station fo r the new Jaffa  to Jerusalem  railroad was built 
nearby across Nablus Road.

T he story of Abigail Alley and h e r sister Addie Watts is a 
poignant one of hard  work, devotion to a dream , and sheer 
dogged persistence. T h e  Adamses, with their son Clarence, 
left in Ju n e  1868, ostensibly to go to England to recruit 
more colonists to be able to fulfill the ir dream . Actually, 
they were asked to leave, o r at least encouraged to do so by 
the American consul Victor B eauboucher.47 Beauboucher 
and Loewenthal had  had the ir fill o f the difficulty 
occasioned by G. J. Adams. As a m atter of fact, diplomatic 
correspondence between the U nited States consulates in 
the Middle East and  William Seward, secretary of state, was 
dom inated by the American colony and the difficulties 
occasioned by the ineptitude and frequen t intoxication of 
Adams.

On the o ther hand, it must be said for G. J. Adams that he 
initiated the m om entum  toward the establishm ent of 
settlements and villages in what was to become m odern 
Israel. He p rov ided  a kind o f leverage fo r M eyer 
H am burger, the Jaffa  rabbi, who sought to encourage the 
Jewish people in Europe to come to Palestine.48 Even the 
mistakes o f the colony proved beneficial to others. They 
learned, for instance, the necessity o f choosing well those 
who would endeavor to cultivate the soil and initiate the 
agricultural com m unities that would make re tu rn  to 
Palestine a real op tion  fo r the  ch ild ren  o f Israel. 
Experim ental colonies were established and flourished in 
the vicinity of the colony, such as Mikve Israel, Petah 
Tikvah, and Rishon Le Zion. T he tim ing and sense of 
location of Adams could not have been better.

It became clear that it was im perative to have adequate 
financial backing that would be renew ed in a constant 
reservoir. T he Adams colony’s difficulty with individualism
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in a setting that initially required a sense of community led 
the retu rn ing  Jews to develop the rem arkable and vibrant 
kibbutzim.

At Jaffa  there were not only those o f the colony who 
rem ained and who fulfilled, in their own way, som ething of 
the dream  which had brought them  there, but from  
Germ any the T em plars came, purchased the unoccupied 
houses, and began immediately to modify the agricultural 
program  in such a way that they succeeded on the 
foundation that had been laid for them  by Adams. T heir 
success seemed assured as a longtim e phenom enon, but 
during  W orld W ar II the British forced them  to vacate the 
colony. T he buildings, so ingeniously prefabricated and 
then assembled, rem ain as real m onum ents to the industry 
and skill o f the people from  New England, structures 
modified to take advantage of prevailing winds and the 
rem arkable scenic beauty that su rrounded  them . T he first 
one, built to house the Uriah Leighton family of Addison, 
was dem olished in 1978. O thers are on the verge of 
dem olition unless rescued by some effort at repair and 
restoration. Vacant windows and sagging doors still serve as 
a rem inder o f a man with a m agnificent obsession.

T he Adams family eventually made its way back to the 
U nited States, settling in Philadelphia where Adams 
reestablished his Church of the Messiah, affiliating it with 
the Baptists. His young son, Clarence, became pastor at the 
age of nineteen and gained renow n in Philadelphia. He 
died in March 1934, fifty-four years after his father.

T he American colony in Jaffa  has had  a reputation  of 
abject failure from  1867 until now. Most of the offspring of 
the families who re tu rned  to America have lived under a 
sense of em barrassm ent and chagrin. They have felt that 
their forefathers were duped by a charlatan, but it is not so. 
T he dream  was based in prophecy that is still being 
fulfilled. T h eir venture was timely. They were ahead of
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their time. They were the fo rerunners. They m ight have 
succeeded had it not been for weakness in the personality of 
George Jones Adams, which caused him on o ther occasions 
to weaken when the chips were down. His followers could 
not have known the seriousness of this trait because Adams 
had valiantly tried to overcome it and had succeeded very 
well for five eventful years.

His credentials and credibility were in the sincerity o f his 
belief in the im m inent re tu rn  of the Jews. It is to his credit 
that he perceived the dream  of the centuries and lent 
himself to it. U nfortunately, the tragic flaw destroyed his 
effective ministry when so many were vitally dependen t on 
him. Abe McKenzie, reluctant to believe what he was 
hearing from  relatives and friends, and  already close to 
completing his responsibilities toward bringing ano ther 
contingent to Jaffa, finally gave up. He docum ented his 
disenchantm ent at length in the Mcichias Republican.50

Adam s’s failure could not destroy the inexorable dream  
whose time had come. As always, God used a flawed person 
to assist in fulfilling his purposes, and when that person 
stumbled and fell He picked up the torch and passed it to 
others. Some carried the torch in Palestine. Rolla Floyd is 
the most brilliant example. His story is yet to be told. Back in 
Jonesport and Indian River, many of those who re tu rned  
went their own ways, the wiser for their venture.

Was the Jaffa  colony a success or a scandal? It was both. 
The agony which many felt then and since has been a bitter 
price, but, in the light o f the necessity for someone to pave 
the way for aliyah, the flight o f the Jews from  the bitterness 
o f pogrom s and holocaust, the venture o f G. J. Adams and 
all who followed him to Jaffa  cannot be counted a total 
failure.
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1 Peter A m ann’s research was extensive, resulting in his article, 
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April 6, 1981.
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15 See u n d e r  “Communications,” in T h e  T r u e  L a t t e r  D a y  S a in ts  H e r a l d , 
October 1, 1865, p. 101, a letter o f  W. W. Blair regarding the testimony 
o f  Emma Smith.

16 Milo Quaife, T h e  K in g d o m  o f  S a in t  J a m es: A  N a r r a t i v e  o f  the M o r m o n s  

(New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1930), pp. 39-43, 78, 94, 
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