
from  local com m unities as part of the micro-economic 
system. A second weakness is his blithe acceptance of the 
s te re o ty p e  o f w id esp re ad  row diness an d  an a rc h ic  
conditions in the 1630s and 1640s. His evidence simply 
does not support his statem ents and my own research 
suggests a quite d ifferen t pattern  for the n o rthern  New 
England region.

In  sum m ary, although The Emergence of Provincial New 
Hampshire is not the most readable book, it is certainly one 
students o f Maine history ought to peruse carefully. Van 
D eventer was looking at New H am pshire in his study, but 
m uch that he found will be applicable to Maine as well.

Edwin A. Churchill 
Maine State M useum
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