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T H E  SOCIETY

We need your help! Over the past decade the Society 
has in cu rred  a cum ulative deficit o f approx im ately  
$50,000, and another deficit o f $12,500 is anticipated for 
the cu rren t year. I f  the long-term  vitality and solvency of 
the Society are to be preserved, efforts must obviously be 
m ade to bring income into balance with expenditures. T h e  
solution to this problem  is indeed a difficult one for 
non-p ro fit institu tions such as the M aine H istorical 
Society. Since every effort has been m ade to operate the 
Society with both  p ru d en ce  and  econom y, w ithout 
curtailing the essential services so much appreciated by the 
people of Maine, we are now com pelled to appeal to ou r 
friends to assist us in solving our financial difficulties.

T o  eliminate this year’s anticipated operating deficit o f 
$12,500, Mr. and Mrs. J . Weston Walch of Portland have 
presen ted  us with a generous and challenging proposition. 
T hey have offered to donate $5,000 towards elim inating 
the cu rren t deficit provided the Maine Historical Society 
can raise the rem aining $7,500 in gifts from  private 
sources. Since the offer will be w ithdrawn on Decem ber 
15, 1977, we now call upon our friends to help make 
it possible for us to take advantage o f this unique 
o p p o r tu n ity  o ffe re d  by M r. and  M rs. W alch. All 
contributions to the Maine Historical Society are tax 
deductible, and will do much to assist us in prom oting the 
historical and cultural heritage of Maine.



THE 155th ANNU AL M EETING

T h e  155th A nnual M eeting o f the Maine Historical 
Society, attended by 111 m em bers and guests, was held in 
Farm ington on Ju n e  18, 1977. T he Farm ington Historical 
Society and the University of Maine at Farm ington acted 
as co-hosts.

T h e  nam es o f the newly-elected m em bers o f the 
Standing Com m ittee were announced at the business 
m eeting . Elected to serve th ree  year term s on the 
C om m ittee  w ere: B enjam in  B u tler o f F arm ing ton ; 
Joel W. Eastm an of Portland; Mrs. Joan  S. H ayden of 
Y arm outh; William C. Pierce of West Baldwin; Donald K. 
Saunders o f W estbrook; Miss Alice R. Stewart o f O rono; 
and Roger C. Taylor o f Rockland. Officers for the cu rren t 
year are: Earle G. Shettlew orth, President; H. D raper 
H u n t, I I I ,  Vice P resid en t; W illiam B. Jo rd a n , J r ., 
Secretary; and Donald L. Philbrick, T reasu rer.

R o g er C. T ay lo r, C h a irm an  o f the  P ub lica tions 
Com m ittee, presented the Society’s eighth annual prize 
essay award to Mr. Alan S. Taylor o f West Buxton, Maine. 
Mr. T ay lo rs  essay, “T h e  Smuggling C areer o f William 
K ing,” appears in this issue o f the Quarterly.

A fter a buffet luncheon, Mrs. Natalie Butler, Gwilym 
R oberts, Ben S tinchfield , and  D onald  W M cKeen 
p ro v id ed  an in tro d u c tio n  to historical F arm ing ton , 
followed by tours of the Nordica Hom estead, the Union 
Baptist M eeting House, and the Uittle Red Schoolhouse 
M useum.
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THE P R E SID E N TS REPO RT

T h e first m atter of inform ation, although known to 
many o f you, is the change in ou r staff. On May first, 
D irector Morris subm itted his resignation in o rd er to 
accept a post at Mystic Seaport where he had served earlier 
in his career. Based on the sixty-day clause in ou r contract, 
Je rry  will officially leave us at the end o f this m onth. 
Typically and generously, he has offered to keep an eye on 
a few still unfinished m atters which will carry well into the 
period in which he will be serving full time in his new tour 
o f duty.

Mrs. Esta Astor, our well-loved reference librarian, also 
has subm itted her resignation, effective May thirty-first, in 
o rd e r  to enjoy her new hom e in Raymond and, hopefully, 
a period of relaxation.

T h e  Standing Com m ittee m et these problem s by the 
following actions:

Susan Jones is now on the staff as Reference Librarian.

T hom as Gaffney, ou r C urato r o f M anuscripts, has been 
designated as Acting D irector as o f Ju n e  first, while 
retaining his form er position. T he m onth overlap, p rio r to 
term ination o f Mr. M orris’s time, is to provide the Acting 
D irector some real insight into his new assignment.

Due to the probable bu rden  on Mr. Gaffney, it has been 
arranged  that Rae Rom ano Brown will re tu rn  to the staff 
as clerical assistant for m anuscripts and for adm inis­
tration, partially lightening the load of Sigrid Austin, who 
has had too m uch clerical work. Mrs. Brown is to start on 
Ju ly  first.

Today, the S tanding Com m ittee will experience the 
largest tu rnover in com position since the founding o f the 
Society, I suspect. T hat is due  to the requ irem ent o f the 
Bylaws for rotation in office as adopted  a few years ago.
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I am  heartily in favor o f this requirem ent, particularly 
in view o f some o f the cu rren t tribulations facing the 
S tand ing  C om m ittee. T h e  re tirin g  m em bers o f  the 
Standing Com m ittee have no t solved some of the u rgen t 
problem s. O ur hope is that o thers will bring fresh views 
and  m ethods to these m atters.

T hese m atters which I will call to your attention appear 
to have a com m on denom inator. T hat is cold cash. T he 
T reasu re r s R eport and the proposed budget for the 
com ing year provide some details. I am told that at least 70 
percen t o f budgets o f similar organizations are allocated 
norm ally to salaries. This refers to cu rren t salaries and 
fringe benefits, the la tter o f which we sadly lack. In  1970, it 
appears from  the audito r s rep o rt that we paid close to 60 
percen t o f expenditures in this category. From  the past 
year’s report, as o f M arch 31, 1977, the percentage 
appears to have fallen to some 54 percent. G reat credit is 
to be accorded to our departing  D irector for m aintaining 
such a cheerful, dedicated staff o f employees, including 
himself, on which this bu rden  fell, while we paid rising 
costs for utilities, supplies, and postage, to keep our doors 
open to ou r m em bers as well as to the public.

T h e  loss of Je rry  Morris can be traced to this financial 
bind. He is extrem ely knowledgeable and has worked 
tirelessly for the Society. I cannot speak too highly o f his 
abilities. T h ro u g h  his efforts, we em barked upon  a 
publication program  which has brought our nam e well 
forw ard in that field. Publications is a p referred  field for 
Mr. M orris who, I understand , was un in terested  in 
moving back to Mystic Seaport unless he was allocated an 
im portan t post in its publication program . To my great 
regret, the Maine Historical Society is unable to match the 
salary and benefits offered  by Mystic and thereby to have 
retained  J e rry ’s services for the State of Maine and to 
continue growth in ou r publications program .
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U nder the guidance of o u r Director, m ore accurately, 
following his leadership, the S tanding Com m ittee has 
approved  and instituted some very substantial im prove­
m ents in the services ren d ered  by the Society, in addition 
to the care and cataloging o f ou r ever-increasing — both 
in bulk and in value — collections. T h ro u g h o u t the state, 
Mr. M orris has travelled and worked because we are the 
Maine Historical Society. For much o f this travel and  
expense, the Society has never been charged; the D irector 
c o n tr ib u te d  fro m  his sa la ry . H o w ev er, all th e se  
im provem ents are reflected in the annual expenditures.

I researched o u r aud ito r’s financial reports since 1970 in 
an attem pt to see the picture. I confined the search to 
unrestricted  funds, since only against those should our 
deficits for the past four years be charged. In  1970, 
unrestricted  income was only some 56 percent o f the 1977 
income. T hat seems to show 10 percent annual increase 
for which the S tanding Com m ittee can claim only partial 
credit. You know that the rate for dues increased as well as 
the num ber of members. In 1970, dues b rough t in about 
12 percent of our total income, while in 1977 they 
p roduced  approxim ately 18 percent. In  seeking state aid, 
the legislative com mittee is always curious to know how 
m uch we do to help ourselves. For both 1970 and 1977, 
o u r invested unrestricted  funds provided 36 percen t of 
income. Gifts and bequests from  individuals and grants 
from  the state and a few towns in the G reater Portland 
area make up the difference. These gifts, bequests and 
grants are all ra th er “iffy”. Towns waxed and waned 
d u r in g  the e igh t years. M aine in c reased  its g ra n t 
substantially, but that is now a problem  with the bind in 
which the state is contending . However, we on the 
S tanding Com m ittee have believed that our state should 
increase its cu rren t 22 percen t support o f the Society. 
Since substantial state support is so problem atical, we 
m ust be p rep ared  to seek aid elsewhere. T h ere  have been
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conflicting views about seeking federal aid. No active effo rt 
has yet been m ade for obtaining substantial federal grants, 
w hether ou trigh t o r matching; you may p refer that we hold 
off on such a course, with its possible conditions and 
provisos.

T h e  encouraging situation is reflected in my earlier 
s ta te m e n t th a t in v ested  u n re s tr ic te d  incom e has 
m aintained its percentage o f total income on which ou r 
budgets are based. We have received total bequests to the 
G eneral Fund of $58,865 against which the distressful 
deficits so far can be charged. In addition, $5,700 in Life 
M em b ersh ip s  o v er th e  e ig h t y ea r p e r io d  an d  an 
anonym ous gift o f $2,500 last year added to the General 
Fund. O f course, it is outrageous to eat up so much of 
these donations. We have kept ou r head above water, but 
are becoming water-logged as you m ust agree.

F urther, in the past eight years, we have received two 
bequests creating nam ed funds whose income is u n ­
restricted in use. These total $194,215.00. No Standing 
Com m ittee should invade principal o f such funds. It is for 
us all to ensure that the G eneral Fund can absorb all 
invasions. I urge you to come forw ard with mental, 
physical and financial aid: suggestions, volunteer help at 
the Library, solicitations for financial contributions from  
individuals and corporations.

T h ere  have been o ther m atters which engaged the 
atten tion  o f the Standing Com mittee. Last fall, we received 
an offer to sell to us the Muscongus or Waldo Patent—a 
g ran t o f lands by the Great Council for New England in 
1630. T he Standing Com m ittee became enthusiastic, and 
several m em bers im m ediately  p ledged  tow ards the 
purchase. No use of Society funds was contem plated as we 
felt assured of sufficient individual contributions.

W hen Thom as Gaffney saw the docum ent, he doubted  
its alleged age due to the handw riting. With some fu rth e r
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research by him and Mr. Morris, it was determ ined  that 
this docum ent was a copy, m ade nearly a century later, for 
use o f the then landowners. T he docum ent was re tu rn ed  
to its present owner, as not being of the caliber desired by 
o u r Society.

In the w inter, we spent considerable time on  the 
question of perm itting our D irector to be appoin ted  as 
State Historical Records Coordinator. This job  would be 
funded  with federal money and entailed determ ining  
what institutions and what docum ents within o u r state 
ju s tif ied  rece iv ing  s u p p o r t an d  p re se rv a tio n . T h e  
Standing Com mittee agreed to let Mr. Morris take on the 
coord inator’s job  to which he was only qualified so long as 
he was also ou r Director. I, for one, was relieved when 
G overnor Longley declined to become involved with the 
National Historical Publications and Records Commission 
which w ould have overseen  the state co o rd in a to r's  
activities. T he governor made no appointm ent. A lthough 
nothing came of this, the backing of the Maine State 
Bicentennial Commission and the approval o f the federal 
commission indicated that Maine Historical Society had a 
fully qualified Director.

Martial D. Maling

THE TREASU RER’S REPO RT

T he annual audited financial report for the year ended 
M arch 31, 1977, shows an operating deficit o f $9,695, 
which includes a $6,313 loss in Longfellow  H ouse 
operations. In addition, $9,317 was transferred  to special 
purpose accounts, making a total excess of expenses and 
transfers o f $19,012.
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Assets consisted of:
Cash 17,891
Savings Accounts 41,531
Investm ents 590,083
Due from  O perating  Funds 41,490
Land, Buildings & E quipm ent 1
D eferred  Debits— Bldg. A ddition 30,703

$721,699

C u rren t Liabilities were:

Accounts Payable $ 6,478

Four thousand seven h u n d red  dollars was paid on the 
Nichols Hall borrow ing, so this debt is now reduced from  
the original $40,000 to $26,288. Some savings were effect­
ed in salaries bu t unusual Longfellow House repairs, and  
large increases in utilities and prin ting  and postage 
accounts pushed  the expense side o f  the o pera ting  
statem ent some $13,000 over the previous year.

T h a t income was up $4,900 can be credited to an 
increase in interest and  dividends, and a small increase in 
dues income. State and local grants were down by nearly 
$4,000 as the two largest m unicipalities cancelled their 
grants and  the state held back 4 percent.

T h ere  is no reason to expect that the inflationary trend  
will ease sufficiently, and the Finance Com m ittee, still 
re luctan t to fu rth e r  cut services, can see the probability o f 
a $12,500 deficit in 1977-78. I f  this trend  is to be reversed, 
the Society m ust increase its operating  income, probably 
th rough  increased fees, a b roader base o f municipal 
g ran ts , and  en co u rag em en t o f g rea te r  private con ­
tributions. Do we have the will to meet this problem  
positively, while continuing to provide those services for 
which the Society was founded? I hope so.

A rth u r T . Forrestall
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MAINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSE 

for the years ended March 31, 1977, 1976, and 1975

1977 1976 1975
Income:

Interest and dividends $ 38,230 $ 35,997 $ 36,663
Dues 18,990 17,100 13,999
Gifts 6,689 5,593 2,564
Grants 24,090 27,900 27,600
Longfellow House

(including interest) 8,928 9,808 6.856
O ther 511 405 337

97,438 96,803 88,019

Expenses:
Salaries 52,648 54,847 55,132
Pensions and annuities 5,680 5,850 5,760
Insurance 2,881 3,029 2,946
Utilities 5,375 3,983 2,974
Repairs 234 1,990 596
Supplies 2,341 2,622 3,091
Payroll taxes 4,453 3,844 3,486
Telephone 1,421 1,369 1,300
Newsletter and printing 10,286 7,157 6,663
Postage and mailing service 4,809 2,256 1,924
Professional services 2,509 2,443 3,440
Custodian fee 2,584 2,394 2,174
Equipm ent rental — — 1,012
Interest 2,296 2,652 —

Travel 203 597 915
Miscellaneous 1,183 300 532
Equipm ent purchased 2,275 1,678 —

Longfellow House:
Salaries 7,693 5,276 4,462
Repairs 3,345 584 746
O ther 3,946 4,070 2,682

116,162 106,941 99,835

Transfers to principal 288 265 265

Excess (deficiency) of income over
expenses and transfers $(19,012) $(10,403) $(12,081)
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THE DIRECTOR'S REPO RT

By an odd coincidence, the end o f the Bicentennial year 
will bring leadership changes at the Maine Historical 
Society almost as pervasive as in the federal governm ent. 
E nding not only their term s o f office, but their term s on 
the governing board as well are the President, M artial D. 
Maling, H arry  W. Rowe, Secretary for nine years, and 
A rth u r T . Forrestall, T reasu re r for seven years; and 
G erald E. M orris, D irector o f the Society for eight years, 
will be departing . In  addition, the mechanics set up  back in 
1969 for autom atic ro tation o f the board begins this year. 
By A nnual M eeting two years from  now, the m ajority o f 
the S tanding Com m ittee will consist of new m embers. 
Given this dram atic tu rnover, the Society will have an 
unp reced en ted  opportun ity  to reassess and revitalize its 
program s and activities.

Even though  we have invaded principal by about 
$ 5 0 ,0 0 0  since th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th is d ecad e , o u r  
endow m ent has m anaged to grow by $137,000 during  the 
sam e period. This is due to the generosity of the m em bers 
and  friends o f the Society, and  the long-range, persistent 
efforts o f key m em bers o f the Standing Com mittee. In  
addition, ou r annual appropria tion  from  the State of 
M aine, since 1974, has been $24,000, whereas a decade 
ago (1954-1964) it was but $2,500. So the Society is not 
faced with the enorm ous, panic situation plaguing many 
private , n on -p ro fit institu tions. N evertheless, w ith a 
budget trim m ed to the bone (one o f ou r board m em bers 
described the budget as penurious), we are still depleting 
o u r  reserves at an unacceptable rate. W hen the D irector 
took over adm inistration o f  this Society in 1969, he 
suggested that an annual budget o f $100,000 would be 
requ ired  to achieve m inim al operations for the Society. 
Eight years has confirm ed the accuracy o f this initial 
assessment (one m ust also add  in an inflation factor). For
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m inim al vitality, the Society simply m ust achieve an 
incom e o f $100,000, and at least 25 new m em bers each 
m onth. This seems less o f  an overw helm ing challenge now 
than  it did eight years ago.

The Bicentennial Hangover is what Time Magazine called it 
in its Ju n e  13, 1977 issue. Colonial W illiam sburg suffered  
a $703,000 deficit last year, its first ever, by over­
estim ating the swell in attendance the Bicentennial would 
bring. Visitation during  the fall and w inter was so p oo r 
tha t they laid o ff 3 percen t o f  the staff. Closer to hom e, 
O ld S turbridge Village ran in the red  by $350,000 and 
Plim outh Plantation ended  the year with an $83,000 
deficit (com pared with a $61,000 profit in 1975). Mystic 
Seaport im posed a staff cutback o f 5 percen t to avoid a 
$75,000 deficit.

It was a weird Bicentennial celebration all a round , 
including ou r own. A fter a series of ghastly bom bings in 
the New England area, the Society was notified to be on 
the alert over the Fourth  o f July  weekend by the Portland  
Police, who, in tu rn , had been notified by the FBI. 
A pparently  the mild, but visible security precautions 
su rround ing  the Society’s O pen House (plus the com plete 
blackout on public announcem ent) on the F ourth  o f Ju ly  
d id  no t undu ly  upse t the  m em bersh ip . Som ew here 
between 200 and  250 attended.

A fter the local bom bers w ere p u t behind  bars, the tense 
atm osphere cooled considerably by the time o f the series 
o f Bicentennial lectures sponsored by the Maine Academic 
H istorians, the Maine State Bicentennial Commission, and  
the Society. B ernard  Bailyn o f H arvard  fulfilled his 
repu ta tion  as a sparkling, stim ulating speaker. By p lan ­
n ing  th ree years in advance, however, we encoun tered  
some unusual conflicts. Bailyn’s first lecture at P ortland  
was played against the final gam e o f  the W orld Series. His 
second lecture at A ugusta occurred  at the date and h o u r
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o f the presidential debates; and he arrived for his final 
lecture at O rono am idst the enthusiastic d isruption  of 
H om ecom ing w eekend. As a result, a ttendance was 
disappointing: 250 at Portland, 65 at Augusta, and 100 at 
O rono. However, audiences were lively and participated 
with excellent questions and discussions. T he Bailyn 
lectures were funded  totally by the Maine Bicentennial 
Commission, Dr. Ronald F. Banks, Chairm an, D onna T. 
M undy, Director.

Publications: T h e  Society’s principal publication for 
1976, The Maine Bicentennial Atlas: An Historical Survey, was 
also fully funded  by the Maine Bicentennial Commission. 
W ithout their enthusiastic and generous support, nothing 
would have left the draw ing board. In  addition, the Maine 
State Bicentennial Commission voted in July o f 1976 that 
all proceeds from  the Atlas would re tu rn  to the Society 
ra th e r than the Commission for the purpose o f fu tu re  
revisions, and, if  re tu rns were sufficient, to fund similar 
publications o f state-wide significance and utility. In  effect, 
the Commission has generously provided the Society with 
a revolving fund  for fu tu re  publications.

T h ree  years in p roduction , the idea for the Atlas 
germ inated  in the Society’s Bicentennial Com m ittee, Joel 
W. Eastm an, Chairm an. Responsibility then passed to an 
Executive Com m ittee for an Historical Atlas, Jo h n  W. 
Hakola, Chairm an. T hen , with the Society’s D irector 
acting as overall editor, and Richard D. Kelly, J r ., as 
associate ed ito r, the following m em bers con tribu ted  
countless hours o f research at no cost whatsoever to the 
project: Ronald F. Banks, Bruce J. Bourque, Edwin A. 
Churchill, Richard F. Dole, Roger L. Grindle, Elizabeth 
R ing , E ld re d  R olfe , W illiam  F. R oyall, E arle  G. 
Shettlew orth, Jr., H erbert T. Silsby, II, David C. Smith, 
and  Alice R. Stewart. T he full story o f the Atlas's genesis is 
told in the “In troduction  and Acknow ledgem ents’' o f that 
publication.
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T he Atlas came back from  the bindery on N ovem ber 
17, 1976, ju s t seventeen days beyond its projected publica­
tion date; and G overnor Longley was presented  the first 
copy on Decem ber first.

Also published by the Society was Maine Composers and 
Their Music by Dr. Frances T. Wiggin. Dr. W iggin was 
honored  by an au th o r’s reception at the W adsworth- 
Longfellow House on N ovem ber 7, 1976. Dr. Jo h n  E. 
F rost’s Maine Genealogy, num ber eight in the Society’s 
B ibliographical G uide Series cam e o ff  the press in 
February o f  this year. O f unusual b read th  and scope, this 
guide provides a significant contribution to the study o f 
M aine genealogy. In  time for the Bicentennial year, part 
o f last sum m er’s double issue of the Quarterly was devoted 
to a Reader s Guide to Maine in the Revolution. Com piled by 
Edwin A. Churchill and Jam es S. Leamon, it is a 46 page 
prelim inary to a full-scale bibliography to be published in 
the B ibliographical G uide Series, bu t is sufficiently 
com prehensive to be sold as a separate publication (as a 
m atter o f fact it had to be rep rin ted  recently).

With the tourist trade specifically in m ind, Scenes and 
Poems from the Wadsworth-Longfellow House was published 
this spring, m aking available to visitors an album  of 
pictures o f the H ouse’s in terio r along with copies o f the 
nine poem s known to be com posed by Longfellow at 487 
Congress Street.

With the num ber of m onographs in the works this year, 
the D irector tu rn ed  the editing chores o f the Quarterly 
over to the C u ra to r o f  M anuscripts, T om  G affney, 
com m encing with V olum e 16, num ber one. At the same 
tim e, Joel W. Eastm an, p rofessor o f  history at the 
University o f Maine, Portland , was appo in ted  Book 
Review Editor by the Publications Com m ittee.

Manuscripts: In p rep arin g  for the State A ppropriations 
C o m m itte e  h e a r in g  o n  F e b ru a ry  8, 1977, f re sh
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m easurem ents were m ade of the m anuscript collections. 
Now that the collections are neatly boxed and housed in 
o u r new stacks, this was the first time precise m easurem ent 
had  been possible. T h e  results were startling. W hereas 
we used  to speak  o f ab o u t a m illion d o cu m en ts; 
rem easurem ent revealed a collection o f nearly two million 
docum ents. We now hold 1,095 linear feet, which equals 
1 ,7 5 2 ,0 0 0  d o c u m e n ts , p lus 105 m ap  d ra w e rs  o f 
m anuscripts (maps, architectural drawings, engine plans, 
etc.) num bering  15,000 pieces conservatively. This means 
a growth o f approxim ately 600,000 items in the past six 
years. Also in the past six years, 18,200 catalog cards and 
83 com plete inventories have been created. 90 percent of 
the collection has been rehoused in acid-free docum ent 
cases and folders and placed in ideal archival conditions 
(60 degrees tem peratu re  at 50 percent humidity). This is a 
fine record  o f accom plishm ent. It is im portant to realize 
that the acid-free rehousing materials and expense of 
cataloging  was m ade possible by state g ran t, while 
en largem ent of the stacks, climate control, and  the security 
system was provided by Society funding.

T he fifth biennial course in the adm inistration and 
preservation o f historical docum ents, in cooperation with 
Professor Leam on and Bates College, com m enced on 
A pril 25th this year and ended  Ju n e  3rd. U nder Tom  
G affney’s direction, Nancy Carlisle o f Ridgewood, New 
Jersey, and Susan C rouser o f Pittsfield, Massachusetts, 
Bates students, participated in this im portant educational 
program .

Wadsworth-Longfellow House: T h e  C hairm an o f  the 
H ouse Com m ittee, Mrs. William J. M urphy, and  the 
D irector felt that the group  o f guides at the House last 
sum m er were the best we have had so far. Particularly 
outstanding  was their ability to gain instant rap p o rt with 
all age groups. Julie Irving, house supervisor from  the 
Society, m anaged to keep her staff both alert and happy.
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T h ere  were guests from  ten foreign countries and  from  all 
states in the U nion except W yom ing last sum m er. 
A ttendance was down a bit from  last year, but, as noted 
u n d e r  the “B icentennial” section o f this repo rt, this 
seem ed to be the norm . A pparently all o f the talk about 
hoards of visitors du ring  the Bicentennial boom eranged.

T h e  garden received unusually thorough and vigorous 
attention from  the Longfellow G arden Club ladies and 
looked splendid for the entire sum m er.

This past w inter played havoc with the exterior o f the 
W adsworth-Longfellow House. A lthough we were well 
aware that pointing would have to be done in the very near 
fu tu re  and many window sashes in the fron t o f the H ouse 
would need to be restored o r replaced — the w inter dealt a 
savage and highly visible blow to both bricks and m ortar. 
As a result, a complete survey o f the physical needs o f the 
H ouse was contracted and  carried out by David M. H art, 
D ire c to r  o f  C o n su ltin g  Serv ices, Society fo r  th e  
Preservation o f New England Antiquities, Boston. Mr. 
H a rt’s report, converting needs into dollars and cents, 
provided the basis for a m atching g ran t application m ade 
in May by the Society to the Maine Historic Preservation 
Commission. Results o f this application should be known 
late this year for action in 1978. This will m ean one m ore 
financial challenge to the Society.

Acquisitions: T h ree  large and im portan t collections o f 
books and  pam phlets were received during  the year. From  
Misses M ildred G. and M adeleine B urrage of Wiscasset, 85 
valuable books on the Civil W ar were received, collected by 
the ir father, noted historian H enry S. B urrage (one-time 
President o f this Society).

In  March, Mr. T hom as C. and Robert B. H osier o f 
E lm hurst, Illinois, p resen ted  the library o f their late uncle, 
A rth u r T. Harlow o f South Portland. This excellent 
collection of 223 books greatly enriched our holdings in
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the areas of m aritim e, railroad, and New England local 
history. Mr. Jim  B uchanan o f Stow, Ohio, form erly of 
Portland, p resen ted  82 books on A m erican Indians, and  is 
continuing  his donations in this field, which has recently 
becom e one o f the principal specialities o f this library, 
th ro u g h  the efforts o f Roger B. Ray.

In  the m anuscripts division five boxes of papers were 
received from  the Maine A udubon Society, the records of 
the Portland Society o f N atural History from  1850-1946. 
T h e  collection contains, in addition to m em bership lists, 
tr e a s u re r ’s rep o rts , etc., co rrespondence  from  such 
notables as Elizabeth Akers Allen, Sylvester B. Beckett, 
A dm iral George H enry Preble, and biographical data on 
Jam es Phinney Baxter, Percival Proctor Baxter, Jo h n  
Neal, Charles C. H arm on, Augustus F. M oulton, and 
m any others. Also with the A udubon gift came an 
im portan t m anuscript m ap o f the Pejepscot Purchase, 
dated  1731, m easuring 59 by 150 centim eters.

From  Charles F. Adams o f A uburn , Maine, a long-tim e 
friend  and contributor to this Library, was received, in 
S eptem ber o f last year, five m anuscrip t volumes of 
William Garcelon, o f F reeport and Lewiston, covering the 
p erio d  1800-1854, and  th ree  im p o rtan t m anuscrip t 
volumes o f Alonzo Garcelon o f Lewiston, covering the 
years 1813-1906.

As usual, the job  o f D irector has been m ade pleasant and 
relatively easy this year owing to a cheerful, loyal staff; an 
indulgent governing board; and an em barassing num ber 
o f  individuals and working com mittees willing to drive 
m any miles to give so freely o f their time. To all, I extend 
my sincere thanks for a splendid year.

G erald E. M orris
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NEW MEMBERS

FROM M AINE Augusta: Mr. Frank A. Beard Bath: Mrs. 
H ope S. H ersom  Cape Elizabeth: Mr. Charles B. Drake 
Cumberland Foreside: Ms. Mary B. H enriques Damariscotta: 
Mr. & Mrs. E. W. Freem an East Holden: Mr. Robert F. 
Fortier Gorham: Mrs. David Jenkins Hiram: Mr. H ubert 
W. Clemons Limerick: Mrs. Cora M. Cushing Nobleboro: 
Miss Ruth E. Dow Oakland: Mrs. A. Christine H illm an 
Old Orchard Beach: Mrs. Linda J. T ilton Portland: Mr. 
A ndrew  C. Bell, Mr. Jo h n  David Erickson, Mr. L om e R. 
Goodell, Mrs. Ju lie A. H orr, Mr. Jo h n  E. W ilder, Ms. 
Susan Lee Yovic Rockland: Miss Madeline G. Philbrick 
Southport: Mr. & Mrs. J. Philip W alker South Portland: 
Rev. & Mrs. G. G ardner Monks Thomaston: Mrs. Tacy 
French Waldoboro: Mrs. Esther S. Gross Yarmouth: Mr. 
8c Mrs. T  Je re  Tow nsend York: Mr. & Mrs. George 
W oodm an.

Other States CALIFORNIA San Diego: Mr. Edw ard G. 
Welch FLORIDA Clearwater: Col. Leonard H. Smith, J r . 
M A R Y L A N D  Annapolis: M rs. L. C o rr in  S tro n g  
M ASSACHUSETTS Amesbury: Ms. Barbara M. T aylor 
N E W  H A M P SH IR E  D over: Mr. R obert E. M arston  
N E W  YORK Poughkeepsie: Mr. F o rres t L. C ousens 
PENNSYLVANIA Lancaster: Mrs. Edith P Skinner.

LIFE M EM BER

Mr. Russell E. Bryant
Cape Porpoise, Maine

NOTES ON O T H E R  SOCIETIES 
AND IN S T IT U T IO N S

T he Maine League o f Historical Societies and M useums 
will hold its annual m eeting at the Rockport O pera House

17



on S ep tem ber 17. T h e  C am den-R ockport H istorical 
S ociety  will h o st th e  occasion . R e g is tra tio n  an d  
refreshm ents will be at 9:00 am  followed by the greetings 
which will be o ffered  by Mrs. Am brose C. C ram er and 
Mrs. Sewall Brown o f the Cam den-R ockport Historical 
Society and the Rockport G arden Club, respectively. T he 
second annual Book Fair will also be presented. Mr. Jam es 
H. M undy, Assistant to the Speaker o f the House of 
Representatives, will be the luncheon speaker, and will 
discuss the use o f local sources in illum inating Am erican 
history.

T he annual m eeting of the Maine Academic Historians 
will be held on Saturday, O ctober 22, 1977, at the Augusta 
Civic C enter in the wing utilized by the University of 
Maine at Augusta. Registration and coffee will be at 9:30 
am  and the m orning session begins at 10:00 a m . Edwin A. 
Churchill of the Maine State M useum will present a paper 
entitled “T he Founding o f Colonial Maine, 1600-1640: A 
Revisionist In te rp re ta tio n ,” and Charles E. Clark o f the 
University o f New H am pshire will com m ent. A brief 
business session will follow lunch at the nearby How ard 
Jo h n so n ’s restaurant.

Alan S. Taylor is a resident of West Buxton, Maine, and a recent 
graduate of Colby College with a b. a. in history. This essay is 
largely drawn from Mr. Taylor s Senior Scholar s thesis, “Maine 
and the Hartford Convention: The Impact of the War of 1812 
on Maine and Massachusetts Politics
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