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T H E  SOCIETY

To the Membership:

O n behalf o f the S tanding Com m ittee, I am sorry to 
rep o rt the resignation o f ou r D irector, Mr. G erald E. 
M orris. A native o f Colorado with a bachelor's degree 
from  the University o f  Denver, and  g raduate  degrees 
in history an d  library science from  the U niversity o f 
Pennsylvania and Drexel Institute, Je rry  came to the 
Society in 1969, afte r having served as L ibrarian  o f the 
d istinguished G. W. B lunt W hite L ibrary o f the Mystic 
Seaport M useum , and as H ead o f Technical Services at 
Providence College.

T h e  accom plishm ents o f J e rry ’s eight year sojourn at 
the M aine H istorical Society are truly impressive, need ing  
no recitation to those fam iliar with the condition o f this 
institu tion p rio r to his arrival. Still, it is not inapp rop ria te  
“to spread  u p o n  the reco rd” for those who follow after us 
the record  o f his contributions to the revitalization o f this 
Society. C onfron ted  on his arrival with the problem s o f 
inadequate staff, an  enorm ous backlog o f  book cataloging, 
an d  th e  “b en ig n  neg lec t” o f  th e  Society’s valuable 
m anuscrip t collections, Je rry  has m ade g reat strides in 
placing the M aine Historical Society on a profession­
al footing, despite the severe financial lim itations con-



fron ting  him  every step o f the way. T h ro u g h  im agination 
and persistence, a com petent staff has been assem bled, 
and  the cataloging backlog largely cleared. W ith the h iring  
o f  a full-tim e cu ra to r o f  m anuscripts and  the construction 
o f  new stack area with p ro p e r tem peratu re-hum id ity  
control, notable progress has been m ade tow ards the 
p ro p e r organization, cataloging, and  preservation  o f the 
Society’s m anuscrip t collections.

O f equal im portance with these m uch-needed  in ternal 
im provem ents is the influence Je rry  M orris has exerted  
in m aking this Society a focal po in t fo r those in terested  
in Maine history. H e has done this th ro u g h  an am ­
bitious publications p rogram  which has done m uch to 
enhance ou r already recognized repu ta tion  fo r scholarly 
excellence in this area. U nder his editorial guidance the 
Society’s Newsletter has been transfo rm ed  into a regularly  
published historical quarterly , o ffering  us the opportun ity  
to share with o u r far-flung m em bership  som e o f the 
in teresting  and  im portan t research being done in M aine 
history. We m ust also acknowledge o u r indebtedness to 
Je rry  fo r the vital role he personally played in the 
p roduction  o f  o u r fou r most recent m ajor publications: 
Maine Becomes a State, by Ronald F. Banks; Province and 
Court Records (volume 6), edited by Neal W. Allen, J r .; 
The Kennebec Proprietors, by G ordon E. Kershaw; and  the 
Maine Bicentemiial Atlas. T hese im portan t publications, 
com bined with nine historical bibliographies which he has 
ed ited , have greatly  con trib u ted  to the s ta tu re  and  
repu ta tion  o f  ou r Society,

Je rry  M orris is a man whose intelligence and p ro ­
fessionalism are always balanced by good hum or, and 
that rare  gift for reconciling conflicting interests. His 
d ep a rtu re  from  Maine will be keenly felt by the S tanding 
Com m ittee, staff, and  m em bership of the M aine Historical 
Society. We will miss him, and  wish him  well in his new 
role as Associate D irector o f Library and Publications and
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L ibrarian  o f G. W. B lunt W hite Library at Mystic Seaport 
M useum  w here he re tu rns. Mystic’s gain is truly M aine’s 
loss.

M artial D. Maling 
President
M aine Historical Society

PERSO NNEL CHANGES

At a m eeting o f the S tanding Com m ittee o f  the M aine 
Historical Society, T hom as L. Gaffney was appo in ted  to the 
position o f Acting D irector, effective Ju n e  1. C urrently  the 
C u ra to r o f M anuscripts, Mr. Gaffney will act in a dual 
capacity until such time as the S tanding Com m ittee sees fit 
to select a p erm an en t director.

T h e  resignation o f Mrs. Esta J. A stor has been accepted 
with regret. Mrs. A stor has been Reference L ibrarian for 
the past seven years. H er w arm th and  graciousness will be 
sorely missed by all who have had  the p leasure o f  working 
with her. Mrs. Astor, effective Ju n e  1, will be replaced by 
Mrs. Susan D. Jones, a native o f  Cincinnati, Ohio, with a 
B.A. in m odern  history from  Bryn Mawr College. Mrs. 
Jones, a residen t o f  Portland, has had extensive experience 
as a research assistant at the University o f M ichigan, and  is 
the co-au thor o f  several publications.

N E W  M EM BERS

FROM  M A IN E  Augusta: Dr. Dean B. B ennett Bar 
Mills: Mrs. Elaine Crosby Berwick: Professor Laurance 
E. W ebber Boothbay Harbor: Mr. Chip Griffin Brunswick: 
Mrs. F. B urton  W hitm an, J r . Ellsworth: Mr. Carle G. Gray, 
Mr. Deale B. Salisbury, Mr. H. T heodore  Smith Falmouth: 
Mr. 8c Mrs. Karl F. Switzer Farmington: Mr. Myron Star-
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bird  Gorham: Mrs. Christine Sawyer, Dr. Robert M. York 
Maplewood: M r. Jo h n  Large North Berwick: Mr. F rank  P. 
Hall, J r . Portland: Mrs. B arbara P. C ongdon, Mr. N athan  
C opeland, Mr. & Mrs. Jo h n  Gulliver, Mr. Leslie W. 
Pearson, Mr. & Mrs. S tuart A. W hite Princeton: Mrs. 
Sharon J. H olt Scarborough: Mr. M arvin Pickering South 
Portland: Mr. Evan Richert, Mrs. Frances C. Sullivan West 
Buxton: Ms. Rebecca R. W eem an York Harbor: M r. 
L aurence A. Ladd.

Other States M ASSACH U SETTS Brookline: Mr. R obert C. 
A nderson N E W  YORK Purchase: Miss M iranda H apgood.

LIFE M EM BERS

Mr. Charles R. H un toon , J r .
Portland, Maine

NO TES ON O TH ER SOCIETIES AND IN STITU TIO N S

Following the success o f last y ea rs  “M aine in the 
R evo lu tion /’ the C ontinu ing  Education Division o f the 
University o f  M aine at P ortland-G orham  will o ffer a 
special su m m er school course on “M aine Econom ic 
H istory,” Ju ly  18 th rough  A ugust 5, on the Portland 
cam pus. T h e  p ro g ram  will again be o rgan ized  and  
d irected  by Joel W. Eastm an, associate p ro fesso r o f  
history, and  will featu re a series o f guest lecturers by 
specialists in M aine history. Topics to be covered include 
transporta tion , lum bering, fishing, agriculture, m an u ­
facturing, labor, and recreation. T he course m eets daily 
from  9:15 a .m . until 12:00 m . d u rin g  the three-w eek 
session, and is being offered  for both u n d erg rad u a te  and  
g raduate  credit. For fu rth e r inform ation  contact the 
C ontinuing Education Division o f the University o f M aine 
at Portland-G orham , 96 Falm outh Street, Portland, M aine 
04103.
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