
su it  con d ition s and fo llow in g  the b u ild in g  o f  the Camden and 
B e lfa s t  in  1907 and 1909 fo r  the Boston-Bangor run severa l 
steamers maintained the Kennebec serv ice  in clu d in g  the Penob- 
s c o t 3 the C ity  o f  Bangor  ̂ and the C ity  o f  Rockland  o r ig in a l­
ly  b u ilt  fo r  the Bangor l in e .

The New England steamboat serv ices  were considerably  
disrupted during the f i r s t  World War and the Eastern Steam­
ship Company abandoned the Kennebec lin e  in  1917- In 1920, 
however, other in te re s ts  formed the Kennebec Steamship Com­
pany which purchased and ran the C ity  o f  Rockland  "until her 
stranding. Gone now are a l l  the b ig  white steamboats from 
the Kennebec and a l l  the small ones to o . One former Kennebec 
steamer s t i l l  l iv e s  -  the l i t t l e  Sabino  that once carried  the 
summer t r a f f i c  from Bath to  Popham Beach. C arefu lly  restored 
she now ca rr ie s  steamboat enthusiasts on the Merrimac.

WRITINGS IN MAINE HISTORY 
Books

Hunt, H. Draper. Hannibal Hamlin o f  Maine3 L in c o ln fs F ir s t  
Vice P r e s id e n t . Syracuse U niversity  P ress, 1969.

Hannibal Hamlin o f  Paris H ill  and Hampden w il l  always be 
remembered in  Maine as L in co ln 's  f i r s t  v ice  president. Now 
Dr. H. Draper Hunt o f  the U niversity  o f  Maine, Portland, pro­
vides us with a modem, w e ll researched biography. I t  re­
en forces Hamlin's claim  to  rank with B laine, Reed, and 
Fessenden as a Maine p o l i t i c ia n  o f  n ation a l sta tu re .

Born in to  a good fam ily in Oxford County, Hamlin early 
broke the fa m ily 's  Adams-Whig pattern  and became a Jacksonian. 
By 1835 he was in  the L egisla tu re  and l ik e  many lawyers lo s t  
in te re s t  in  the law when h is p o l i t i c a l  career blossomed. In 
p r in c ip le  he hated s p e c ia l p r iv ile g e  but not so dogm atically 
as to  oppose su bsid ies fo r  f is h in g  and sh ipbu ild ing  or import 
duties on potatoes and lumber. A p ro fessed  'hard money' man 
he was f l e x ib le  enough during the Panic o f  1837 to  support 
lim ite d  paper issu es . From a d ista n ce , he seems more a 
Conservative Democrat than a genuine Jacksonian.

While a young man, Hamlin was exposed to  a b o lition ism  
when reading law in  Samuel Fessenden's Portland O ff ic e . As 
a re su lt  he developed a d is l ik in g  fo r  the 'p e cu lia r  in s t it u ­
t io n ' but he r e je c te d  the aggressive approach o f  the
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a b o l it io n is t s .  Hamlin held  that sin ce  slaves were property  
under sta te  ju r is d ic t io n ,  i t  was the "sacred  co n s t itu io n a l 
ob lig a tion " o f  the North to  leave slavery  alone w ithin  
southern s ta te s . A ll  that could  be done was to  con fin e  i t .
He adhered to  th is  view up to  the C iv il  War.

In Congress in the l8 ^ 0 Ts he f e l l  in with the a n ti­
slavery b lo c  o f  the Democratic Party. Like them, Hamlin 
was an en th u sia stic  expan sion ist w hile supporting the lim ­
ita t io n  on slavery  contained in the Wilmot P rov iso . His 
ch a ra cte r is t ic  cau tion , however, showed i t s e l f  when he 
refused to  jo in  these f r e e -s o i le r s  when they b o lte d  the 
party in 18U8 and again in 185^4. Prudently he w aited u n t il  
1856 to enter the already w ell launched Republican Party.
Only a fte r  the C iv il  War had begun and secess ion  had v io la t ­
ed the co n s t itu t io n a l compact did he emerge as an outspoken 
exponent o f  immediate emancipation and r e tr ib u t iv e  ju s t ic e  
fo r  reb e ls .

In i860 when he was nominated to  run on the t ic k e t  with 
L incoln , a v a ila b i l i t y  was h is prime asset. Hamlin represen t­
ed the East; he was acceptab le  to  the Seward fa c t io n ; and h is  
Democratic background balanced L in co ln 1s Whiggism. Once 
e le cte d , however, h is p o l i t i c a l  power d eclin ed . Given only 
minor r e s p o n s i t i l i t i e s , a bored Hamlin presided  over the 
Senate where h is c h ie f  accomplishment was to  outlaw the sa le  
o f  whiskey in the cloakroom. As a re su lt  he spent much time 
in Maine mending p o l i t i c a l  fences and dreaming o f  being re ­
e lected  to  the Senate. Despite th is  d iscon ten t with h is 
o f f i c e ,  Hamlin was deeply hurt when he was dropped from the 
t ick e t in  186^4.

He soon broke with Andrew Johnson and supported R adical 
Reconstruction p o l i c i e s ;  had he been in  the Senate he would 
have voted fo r  impeachment. In h is  la t e r  years Hamlin became 
an u n c r it ica l  admirer o f  Grant and with Blaine ran the Repub­
lica n  Party in Maine. Proudly he procla im ed: " I  am a p o l i t ­
ic a l  p artisan , I have been one my l i f e  long . I have l i t t l e  
respect fo r  any man who is  n o t ."  P ro fessor  Hunt f i l l s  out 
but does not change the tr a d it io n a l  image o f  a p o l i t i c ia n ,  
who in an age o f  ta len ted  spoilsm en, had a remarkable a b i l i t y  
for  securing jobs and governmental favors fo r  h is supporters. 
Perhaps he was, as Gideon Welles who had l i t t l e  love  fo r  
Hamlin once com plained, "as rapacious as a w o lf"  fo r  patron­
age.

On the intim ate side Hamlin is  revea led  as a man with 
strong fam ily attachm ents, a passion  fo r  cards, a deep love  
for  Maine, and a p a tr io tism  and p r a c t ic a l i t y  which made him 
unappreciative o f  the art and " c u r io u s it ie s "  he saw in Europe
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w hile M in ister to  Spain in  the l8 8 0 ! s.
This is  a w e ll w ritten  book and a valuable a d d ition  to  

the growing l it e r a tu r e  on Maine.

Ernest P. Muller
P ro fessor  o f  H istory , Bates C ollege

Scontras , Charles A. Two Decades o f  Organized Labor and Labor 
P o l i t i c s  in  Maine3 1 8 8 0 -1 9 0 0 . Orono, The Bureau o f  Labor 
Education o f  the Continuing Education D iv ision  o f  the Uni­
v e rs ity  o f  Maine, 1969*

In 1883 Governor F rederick  Robie noted the unrest in 
M aine's lab or ranks and, in  rep ly  to  the demands o f  the labor­
ing men o f  the s ta te , recommended a su b stitu te  fo r  a labor 
union and the trou b le  i t  might b rin g . As i t  happened, the 
leaders o f  the Knights o f  Labor r e je c te d  R obie! s formula o f  
the simple a p p lica t io n  o f  " in d u stry , energy, prudence, and 
common sense" to  achieve su ccess.

I t  had been ju st  one year p r io r  to  the G overnor's con­
cerned announcement o f  unrest that the Knights o f  Labor had 
been o f f i c i a l l y  e sta b lish ed  in  Portland. From Portland the 
fev er  spread ra p id ly  across the sta te  (la rg e ly  among shoe, 
g ra n ite , and t e x t i l e  workers) u n til in  January, 1887, the or­
der cou ld  report a l i s t  o f  127 lo c a l  assem blies— a number 
which was to  be the zen ith  in membership.

The Knights stru gg led , f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  fo r  ex is ten ce . The 
orga n ization  continued to  be plagued with problems o f  admin­
is t r a t io n . Ossian C. P h illip s  and Alexander A. Beaton, both 
D is t r ic t  Master Workmen, fought the handicaps imposed by th e ir  
unsa laried  o f f i c e ,  the s ize  o f  D is t r ic t  86, and th e ir  in a b il­
i t y  to  v i s i t  a l l  the lo c a l  assem blies. Further, there was the 
d i f f i c u l t y  crea ted  by Bishop H ealy 's o b je c t io n  to  th e ir  being 
a se cre t  s o c ie t y — an e n tity  abhorred by the Roman C atholic 
Church.

To achieve th e ir  aims, the organ ization  engaged in p o l i ­
t i c s .  While some fragments o f  the order favored the forma­
tio n  o f  a p o l i t i c a l  p a rty , others looked to  the e f f ic a c y  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  pressure groups. Some o f  the members jo in e d  with 
the Union Labor Party and the P opu list Party and some re ­
mained w ithin  the con fines o f  the two major p o l i t i c a l  p a r tie s .

The p o l i t i c a l  program o f  the Knights o f  Labor in  Maine 
(much o f  which fa i le d  to  be r e a liz e d ) included  a ten  hour law, 
abrogation  o f  imprisonment fo r  debt and the tru stee  p ro ce ss , 
regu lar wage payments, establishm ent o f  a Bureau o f  Labor
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S t a t i s t i c s ,  c o n tro l  o f  con v ict  la b o r ,  abrogation o f  the 1889 
Conspiracy Law, the se cre t  b a l l o t ,  free  te x t  books, and other 
reforms.

While ta n gen tia l to  the main thrust o f  the program o f  the 
Knights, some o f  th e ir  members engaged in coopera tive  move­
ments, p r o f i t  sharing, and utopian programs. The Portland 
Assembly, fo r  example, formed a Mechanics and Knights o f  Lab­
or Mutual R e l ie f  A ssocia tion  and founded a general s tore  
based on the Rochdale form ula. Ara Cushman and Company o f  
Auburn (shoe m anufacturers) adopted p r o f i t  sharing and opened 
a cooperative s to re . And the Rev. W.F. Eaton o f  Portland 
(the former treasu rer o f  D is t r ic t  86) became enmeshed in  a 
utopian scheme in  Mexico.

By 1889 Alexander A. Beaton cou ld  report to  Terrence 
Powderly at the n ation a l headquarters that Maine had only 933 
Knights. The d eclin e  o f  the order was due to  severa l causes. 
According to  the In d u str ia l  Journal (no fr ie n d  o f  the Knights) 
th eir  d iverse membership, s t r ik e s , in tim id a tion , and b oy co tts  
k ille d  the chances fo r  su ccess . The ce le b ra tio n  o f  Maine1s 
f i r s t  le g a l lab or h oliday  in  1891 was sym bolic o f  the con d i­
tion  o f  labor in the s ta te . S itt in g  on the same p la tform  
with Governor Burleigh were Alexander A. Beaton and Samuel 
Gompers— the former the represen ta tive  o f  the dying order o f  
Knights and the la t t e r  the herald  o f  the r is in g  American Fed­
eration o f  Labor. The funeral took  p la ce  with the la s t  Maine 
D istr ict  meeting on January 22, 1895.

Tb)o Decades o f  Organized Labor and Labor P o l i t i c s  in  
Maine is  a well-docum ented work. The foo tn otes  are extrem ely 
complete and in form ative (though some might say e x ce s s iv e ) .
The m aterial at the end o f  the book a lso  fu rth er documents 
the sources. The appendix contains samples o f  Knights o f  
Labor songs and poems ; a l i s t  o f  lo c a l  assem blies o f  Knights 
in Maine; s tr ik e s  in Maine, 1881-1900; a b r i e f  biography o f  
Alexander A. Beaton; a l i s t  o f  the o f f i c i a l  membership o f  the 
Knights; a l i s t  o f  Trade Unions in  Maine in  1903; a n a tion a l 
membership l i s t  o f  the AFL; the "Iron  Clad" Contract signed 
by Auburn Shoe Workers, 189^; lockou ts in  Maine, 1881-1900; 
and Remarks o f  J u stice  Enoch F o s t e r . . .o n  the b o y c o tt , c o e rc io n , 
and in te r fe re n ce .

P rofessor Scontras has produced a work worthy to  be ranked 
with the best l o c a l  (s ta te )  h is to ry . His book is  s ch o la r ly  
and is  readable as w e ll . The seriou s student o f  the h is to ry  
o f  Maine w i l l  search fa r  b e fo re  he lo ca te s  a comparable work 
in th is  area o f  la b or  h is to ry  (in  Maine or anywhere e l s e ) .

Edward 0. Schriver
U niversity  o f  Maine
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Fleming, A lic e . The Senator from Maine: Margaret Chase Sm ith . 
New York, Thomas Y. Crowell C o ., 1969.

The l i f e  o f  Margaret Chase Smith has been such an open 
book i t  seems fr u it le s s  to  s i t  down and read another account 
o f  her career unless some new l ig h t  can be shed in the way 
o f  a fresh  in te rp re ta t io n . What we have here is  a charming 
story  o f  a lady who e a s ily  and s te a d ily  reached the top a l ­
most without e f f o r t  and without su ffe r in g  p o l i t i c a l  defeat 
at any turn except in  her token b id  fo r  the Presidency in 
196k which most o f  us have fo rg o tten  about. A ll  th is  be­
cause she had the common sense to  be h e r s e l f  and to  do and 
say the r ig h t th ing  in the eyes o f  her con stitu ten ts  -  and 
people elsewhere judging from the honors that have been 
heaped upon her.

This slim  volume has done ex a ctly  what was intended -  to  
give a simple account fo r  young readers o f  a woman p o l i t ic ia n  
who has held  her own in  what ce rta in ly  is  and always w i l l  be 
a manfs w orld. For the greater part o f  her nineteen years in 
the United States Senate she has been the lone female member 
o f  the most ex clu s iv e  "gentlem en's club" in  the country. Her 
advice to  young women brave enough to  enter the f i e ld  i s ,  in 
dress be fem in ine, but not too  fem inine, l e t  others do the 
ta lk in g , but when you do speak up, do i t  courageously. The 
book o f fe r s  fo r  the general reader a quick review o f  Maine1s 
renowned Margaret Chase Smith (who, in c id e n t ly , l ik e s  her 
name).

E lizabeth  Ring
Maine H is to r ica l S ociety

Cohen, Sheldon S . , ed. Canada P reserved : the Journal o f  
Cccptain Thomas A i n s l i e . New York, New York U niversity  
P re ss , 1968.

The march o f  Benedict Arnold and h is men to  Quebec in 
the f a l l  o f  1775 was one o f  the legendary fea ts  o f  the Ameri­
can R evolution . I t  has in sp ired  a r t ic le s  and books, among 
them that c la s s ic  o f  h is t o r ic a l  f i c t i o n ,  Kenneth Roberts* 
A r u n d e l and the form ation o f  a dedicated  group o f  h is to r ia n - 
a r ch a e o lo g is ts , the Arnold Expedition H is to r ica l S oc ie ty .
Part o f  a two-pronged attack  on Canada, the se c tion  which took 
the d i f f i c u l t  route up the Kennebec, through the bogs o f  
Northern Maine, over the Height o f  Land, emerged exhausted 
and dim inished in  numbers on the St. Lawrence in  November,
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1775* There i t  was jo in e d  by Montgomery and his men o f  the 
Western s e c t io n , v ic to r s  over M ontreal. The i l l - f a t e d  attempt 
to storm Quebec at the y e a r f s end saw Arnold wounded, Montgom­
ery k i l le d  and hundreds o f  the attackers made p r ison er .
Months o f  fru s tra t io n  fo llow ed  as d isease and d esertion  s t i l l  
further reduced the numbers o f  the b e s ie g e rs ; rein forcem ents 
proved in s u f f ic ie n t  and the a rr iv a l o f  su b sta n tia l B r it ish  
forces with the Spring f l e e t  made necessary the withdrawal o f  
the invaders and an end to  the major e f f o r t  o f  the r e b e ll in g  
co lon ies to  take Canada by fo r c e .

The story  o f  th is  e f f o r t  is  w e ll documented. Journals 
lik e  those o f  Henry Dearborn, Dr. Isaac Senter, Return Jona­
than Meigs and the fragmentary account o f  Arnold h im self give 
the American v ers ion . There are severa l B r it ish  jou rn a ls as 
w e ll; i t s  most recent e d ito r  fe e ls  that that o f  Thomas 
A inslie  is  the b est o f  th ese . A in s lie  was a B r it ish  customs 
o f f i c i a l  in  Quebec at the outbreak o f  the R evolution . Loyal 
to the Crown, he served through the s iege  as a captain  o f  
m ilit ia . His report on the background o f  the r e b e l l io n  as­
signed a lead in g  r o le  to  "the cunning N: England Demagogues," 
and he has a poor opin ion  o f  the reb e l le a d e r s , in clu d in g  "one 
Benedict A rn old ." His hero is  S ir  Guy C arleton , Quebec1s de­
fender. He g ives a d e ta ile d  account o f  the siege  i t s e l f  and 
its  aftermath to  the a r r iv a l o f  the f l e e t  in  May, 1776.

There have been e a r l ie r  e d it io n s  o f  the A in s lie  Journal, 
which survived in  more than one v ers ion . This e d it io n  is  based 
on the o r ig in a l m anuscript, now at the Houghton Library o f  
Harvard U n iversity . P ro fessor  Cohen has supplied  a u se fu l in ­
trod u ction , good fo o tn o te s , maps and i l lu s t r a t io n s .  He makes 
more a cce ss ib le  both to  scholars and to  general readers in te r ­
ested in the 1775 attack  on Quebec a vers ion  o f  these events 
which d if fe r s  con siderab ly  from the standard American accounts

A lice  R. Stewart
U niversity  o f  Maine

Ring, E lizabeth . Aids to the Teaching o f  Maine in  the P u blic  
Schools. P ortland, Tower Publish ing Company [1969]-

This 6 l page manual con stitu tes  a rev ised  e d it io n  o f  a 
pamphlet published  in  19^9. The author has thoroughly re ­
viewed the current h is t o r ic a l  scene in  the S ta te , and her 
b ib liog ra p h ies  are up-to-th e-m inu te .

This manual deserves a fa r  w ider audience than i t s  r e s t r ic  
t iv e  t i t l e  would seem to  in d ica te . Anyone working with lo c a l
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h is t o r ic a l  s o c ie t ie s  or with sta te  h is t o r ic a l  agencies would 
p r o f i t  by studying the wealth o f  p ro je c ts  presented . Ref­
erence lib ra r ia n s  in  add ition  to  students o f  Maine h is to ry  
w i l l  f in d  a u s e fu l, modem b ib lio g ra p h ica l survey o f  the 
e n tire  su b je c t .

Unlike many teach ing  manuals which are t o t a l ly  depend­
ent upon one p a r t icu la r  textbook , th is  p u b lic a t io n , h app ily , 
stands on i t s  own.

A va ilab le  from: Tower Publish ing Company, 335 Forest 
Avenue, Portland 04101, fo r  $2.25 plus s ta te  sa les tax .

G.M.

B r ie f ly  Noted

V ick ery , James E. , e d ito r . An I l l u s t r a t e d  H isto ry  o f  Bangor 
Maine. [Bangor Chamber o f  Commerce B i-C entennial Committee,
1969]. This handsomely designed b i-ce n te n n ia l h is to ry  fea ­
tures a host o f  fin e  i l lu s t r a t io n s  plus a b e tte r  than aver­
age s e le c t io n  o f  b r i e f  h is t o r ic a l  a r t i c le s .  Copies may be 
obtained  from: Bangor Chamber o f  Commerce, 23 Franklin 
S tre e t , Bangor 04401  fo r  $ 2 .8 l in clu d in g  sta te  sa les tax.

Storms, Roger C. H isto ry  o f  Parkman: Mainstream Democracy in  
Parkmanj Maine3 1 7 9 4 -1 9 6 9 . F reeport, The Dingiey P ress, 
1969. An expanded version  o f  the au th or 's  U niversity  o f  
Maine M.A. T h esis , a t t r a c t iv e ly  p rin ted  in  hard cover form 
with i l lu s t r a t io n s .  A va ilab le  from the author, Box 283,
Lee, Maine OUU55, fo r  $5-25 in clu d in g  s ta te  sa les tax.

Camden-Herald Publish ing Co. Camden-Rockport B ic en ten n ia l: 
1 7 6 9 -1 9 6 9 . Camden, 1969. A la v is h ly  i l lu s t r a t e d  book let 
ce le b ra tin g  Camden-Eockport' s b icen ten n ia l with an agreeable 
potp ou rri o f  a r t ic le s  dealing w ith the a rea fs h is t o r y 5 
legen ds, and in s t itu t io n s . A va ilab le  from the p u b lish er , 
Camden, Maine 0L8^3, fo r  $1.50 in clu d in g  s ta te  sa les  tax  and 
handling.

Bearse, Ray. Maine; A Guide to  the Vacation S ta te . Boston, 
Houghton M if f l in  C o., 1969* Since a number o f  reviews are 
appearing in  the current press regarding th is  book, we sh a ll 
w ithhold  comment u n t il  Maine: A Guide 'Bton E a s t ' is  re ­
lea sed  in  March, at which tim e, a combined review  w i l l  be 
included .
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