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To a id  and to  strengthen  h is  case aga inst  s la v e r y  and 
s la v e h o ld e r s ,  Thurston was ab le  on occas ion  t o  e n l i s t  a t r a v ­
e l i n g  companion who was a ls o  a convinced a b o l i t i o n i s t .  On 
one o f  h is  t r i p s  he took  Charles L. Remond, who had come to  
Maine on h is  own to  s t r i k e  a blow aga ins t  oppress ion .  The two 
men used a l l  the energy and a l l  the e loquence they had to  
sh a t te r  the r e s i s t a n c e  o f  Maine peop le  t o  the cause o f  a b o l i ­
t i o n .  The method they employed t o  attempt t o  na b o l i t i o n i z e M 
Bethel  in Oxford County serves  as an example o f  how the 
message o f  a n t i s l a v e r y  was t ransm it ted .  (10) When they 
a r r i v e d  in  the town, the haying season was in f u l l  swing and 
the day i t s e l f  was sunny and warm. Expect ing  under such 
circumstances as these not to  a t t r a c t  a s i z e a b l e  au d ien ce , 
they  were su rp r i z e d ,  and p leas ed ,  t o  con front  a crowd "coming 
up p r e t t y  w e l l  towards a Sabbath Aud ience ."  Thurston spoke 
f i r s t .  He e x c i t e d l y  l a i d  b e fo r e  them the ind ictment aga ins t  
s l a v e r y — i t s  s in fu l  na tu re ,  the inhumanity o f  the s la v e h o ld e r ,  
and the horrors  and c r u e l t y  o f  the whip— speaking f o r  an hour 
and a h a l f  w ith  such s k i l l  th a t  h is  audience hung on h is  every  
word. A f t e r  Thurston had f in i s h e d  h is  l e c t u r e ,  a ch o i r  o f  
s ingers  p rov ided  r e l e a s e  from the tens ion  which he had gener­
ated by s in g in g  "a s e l e c t  p i e c e ,  w e l l  adapted to  the occas ion  
w ith  t a s t e  and accu racy . "  But the emotional r e l i e f  p rov id ed  
by the ch o i r  was only  momentary; f o r  then Remond proceeded t o  
a s s a i l  the bas t ions  o f  s l a v e r y ,  h o ld in g  the crowd t r a n s f i x e d  
by the sheer i n t e n s i t y  o f  h is  a t tack .  So s a t i s f i e d  was 
Thurston at the end o f  the day 's  labors  th a t  he o p t i m i s t i c a l l y  
concluded th a t  " th e  p r in c i p l e s  o f  r igh teousness  w i l l  gain the 
ascendency o v e r  f a l s e  p r in c i p l e s  o f  exped ien cy . "

In s p i t e  o f  h is  e a r l y  claims o f  success, Thurston1s tour 
met w ith  s t ron g  r e s i s t a n c e ,  an op p os i t ion  which was apparent 
in  the small  audiences which came to  hear him speak and in  
h is  i n a b i l i t y  t o  a t t r a c t  l a r g e  numbers in to  the s o c i e t i e s  
which he he lped  t o  encourage or  t o  form. Desp ite  h is  f a i l u r e  
to  se t  Maine aglow w ith  the heat o f  a b o l i t i o n ,  Thurston main­
ta in ed  h is  commitment to  the  cause o f  emancipation and t o  the 
t ru th  f o r  which i t  s tood . On h is  re t i rem en t  from the  f i e l d  
as an agent o f  the Maine A n t i s l a v e r y  S o c i e t y ,  he p ledged  h is  
continued b e l i e f  in  the goodness o f  the cause o f  a n t i s l a v e r y :



Never was my own mind more deep ly  convinced o f  the t r u t h , 
the  r igh teousness  , o r  the  magnitude o f  the a b o l i t i o n  
e n t e r p r i s e ,  then at the t ime I  decided t o  re turn  t o  the 
bosom o f  my f a m i l y ,  and to  the d u t ie s ,  the r e s p o n s ib i l ­
i t i e s ,  t r i a l s ,  sorrows,  and joys  o f  m in is t e r in g  to  the 
b e lo v e d  f l o c k ,  among whom h a l f  my th ree  score years  have 
been spent, ( l l )

When Thurston re turned  to  h is  p a r ish ,  Ichabod Codding 
p icked  up the mantle . In 1839 and 18^0 Codding and Remond, 
when he was in  Maine, moved about the s ta te .  The two a g i t a ­
t o rs  condemned t h e i r  op pos i t ion  f o r  the c rue l  p r e ju d ic e  
d i r e c t e d  at the Negro and the a b o l i t i o n i s t .  Remond censured 
w ith  venom-tipped words those who d i r e c t e d  t h e i r  p re ju d ic es  
at the c o lo r e d  man simply because he was co lo red  and, b e fo r e  
the audience could r e c o v e r  i t s  composure, Codding h i t  them 
w ith  an e q u a l ly  pass iona te  denunciation o f  those who d i s ­
c r im ina ted  aga ins t  the a b o l i t i o n i s t s  because they wanted t o  
do the humane t h in g ,  to  f r e e  the s la v e s .  Codding, accord ing  
to  the test im ony  o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t  Samuel M. Pond o f  Bucksport , 
possessed  the persona l  magnetism powerfu l  enough to  convert  
even the most stubborn doubter. But Remond and Codding d id  
no b e t t e r  than Thurston in demonstrating to  the peop le  o f  
Maine the urgency and the r ighteousness  o f  a b o l i t i o n .

Another f i e r y  l e c t u r e r , the Rev. Charles T. T o r r e y , made 
the l a s t  no tab le  attempt t o  p en e t ra te  the armor o f  those who, 
in  one way or  another ,  r e s i s t e d  the p leas  and the exhorta ­
t io n s  o f  the a n t i s l a v e r y  a g i t a t o r s .  He came to  the s ta te  in 
l8U l  f o r  an " a b o l i t i o n i z i n g  t r i p ” and d e l i v e r e d  s e v e ra l  
addresses at W iscasse t ,  Thomaston, Camden, B e l f a s t ,  and 
P rospec t .  As had h is  p red eces so rs ,  Torrey  found i t  hard to  
l e c t u r e  on a b o l i t i o n  in Maine. At Wiscasset  there  were few 
hearers  and no p la ce  to  l e c t u r e ;  so he moved t o  Woolwich 
where he was ab le  t o  ge t  a ske le ton  audience to  hear him.
Next on h is  schedule were Waldoboro, East Thomaston, and 
B e l f a s t .  I f  in  Waldoboro, th e re  were too many supporters who 
fe a r e d  " t o  j e o p a rd iz e  t h e i r  whig consciences by a t ten d in g  a 
m e e t in g , "  th e re  were in  East Thomaston some not so ardent 
supporters  who p r e f e r r e d  t o  hur l  eggs ;  and in  B e l f a s t  at 
l e a s t  one opponent whose aim was accurate enough t o  h i t  
To rrey  square on the fa ce .  A f t e r  such harrowing exper iences  
as th e s e ,  and a f t e r  a r e l a t i v e l y  qu ie t  l e c tu r e  at Skowhegan, 
To rrey  f e l t  i t  b e s t  t o  l e a v e  Maine t o  i t s  own u n a b o l i t i o n i z e d  
d e v i c e s .

The Maine a b o l i t i o n i s t s  depended upon the press  as w e l l  
as g ene ra l  agents to  implement t h e i r  program. The S o c i e t y ' s
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Austin W illey  
(1806-1896)

newspaper, The Advocate o f  Freedom_, appeared fo r  the f i r s t  
time on March 8, 1838, at Brunswick. (12) I t  was estab lished  
to be "exc lu s ive ly  an antis lavery  paper; i t  undertook to 
awaken a deeper in te rest  in the cause o f  our enslaved country­
men" by spreading knowledge o f  the character o f  American s la v ­
ery. But, although ably ed ited , f i r s t  by P ro fessor W illiam  
Smyth o f  Bowdoin C o llege , a teacher o f  mathematics and a so l id  
a b o l i t io n is t ;  and then by Austin W il ley ,  the paper met with no 
more favorable  response than had the campaigns o f  the t ra v e l ­
ing agents.

W illey  had to strugg le  with every means at his command 
to keep i t  going. The need fo r  support to keep the paper 
a live  was emphasized by the constant p leas fo r  new readers 
and fo r  f in a n c ia l  assistance. David Thurston, who served on 
the Executive Committee o f  the State Society, made p lea  a fte r  
plea  fo r  the paper during i t s  short l i f e  o f  three years. He 
had a p a r t ic u la r  f a c i l i t y  fo r  d e liv e r in g  an emotional, yet 
appealing cry fo r  help. "W i l l  you do your duty?," he asked, 
"Are you a subscriber to the Advocate. . .  . Think o f  the b leeding  
s lave , and then a c t ,  as you wish you had done when you meet him 
at the bar o f  God." (13) But these cries  fo r  a id  were to no 
ava il  and the paper was forced to close down on June 12, l8U l.

P e t it ion ing  supplemented the work done by the trave lin g  
agents and the Soc ie ty 's  newspaper, but the re su lts  o f  the
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p e t i t i o n  campaign d i r e c t e d  at the Maine L e g i s l a tu r e  were as 
meager as the harves t  reaped by the o ther  two methods o f  
a t ta c k in g  the s la ve  system. The issue which i n c i t e d  the Maine 
a n t i s l a v e r y  p e t i t i o n e r s  to  work at a f e v e r  p i t c h  was s l a v e r y  
in  the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia. When the c a p i t a l  o f  a na t ion  
which was b u i l t  upon the foundation o f  the e q u a l i t y  o f  man 
was the scene o f  the sa le  o f  human f l e s h ,  they lamented, a l l  
r igh teou s  men were r eq u ir ed  t o  r i s e  as one to  end the oppres­
s ion .

Samuel Fessenden and s e v e ra l  hundred o thers  begged the 
Maine L e g i s l a t u r e  to  send in s t ru c t io n s  to  the Maine de lega t ion  
in  Congress to  work w ith  those who would abo l ish  s la v e r y  in 
Washington. Fessenden and h is  f o l l o w e r s  stood f i rm  in  the 
b e l i e f  tha t  w h i l e  Congress might not have any c o n t r o l  over  
s l a v e r y  in  the in d i v id u a l  s t a t e s ,  i t  d id  have not on ly  the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t ,  but a ls o  the  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  duty,  to  
end the s la v e  system in  the n a t i o n ’ s c a p i t a l .  But a l l  the 
e f f o r t s  o f  the  e x c i t e d  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  d id  not in f lu en ce  the 
op in ions o f  the m a jo r i t y  o f  the members o f  the Maine L e g i s ­
l a tu r e .  The J o in t  Committee appointed by that  body to  con­
s id e r  p e t i t i o n s  on s l a v e r y  r e j e c t e d  the appeal o f  the 
p e t i t i o n e r s  and recommended tha t  i t  not be ac ted  upon by the 
l e g i s l a t o r s .  A m in o r i t y  r ep o r te d  th a t  they d id  not agree 
w i th  the m a jo r i t y  o f  the l e g i s l a t o r s , but th i s  was the only  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  tha t  the Fessenden fo rc e s  got out o f  the whole 
a f f a i r .  In f a c t ,  the s o le  achievement o f  the p e t i t i o n  
campaign was in keep ing  the issue  open by f l o o d in g  the L e g i s ­
l a tu r e  w ith  p e t i t i o n s  to  f o r c e  i t  to  act .

The most unusual means employed t o  spread the a n t i s la v e r y  
argument was the c h i l d r e n ' s  l e c t u r e .  What more approp r ia te  
p la ce  to  beg in  was t h e r e ,  the a b o l i t i o n i s t s  reasoned, than 
w i th  ch i ld r en  who had y e t  t o  be s ta in ed  w ith  the g u i l t  o f  
s la v e ry?  David Thurston was the most a g i l e  o f  the members o f  
the Maine A n t i s l a v e r y  S o c ie t y  in p re sen t in g  the a n t i s l a v e r y  
case t o  ch i ld r en .  One o f  h is  most conv inc ing  performances 
was b e fo r e  the J u ven i le  A n t i s l a v e r y  S oc ie ty  o f  Winthrop. { l k )  
F i r s t  he prepared  the minds o f  the ch i ld ren  t o  hate s la v e r y  
by d e s c r ib in g  in  the  most v i v i d  terms the s in fu l  nature and 
the horrors  o f  s la v e h o ld in g .  Once the minds o f  h is  hearers  
were s u f f i c i e n t l y  primed w i th  a n t i s l a v e r y  op in ion s ,  he 
con fron ted  them w ith  the d e c i s i v e  o b je c t i o n  t o  the bondage 
system. "Ho ld ing  a human be in g ,  a man, o r  woman, or  c h i l d ,  
as p r o p e r t y ,  as something to  be so ld  and bought as though i t  
were a b e a s t , "  was, Thurston charged, the h o r r ib l e  o f f e n s e  
o f  the s la v e h o ld e r .  (15 )  To complete h is  b r i e f  aga ins t  the 
i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y ,  he asked h is  l i t t l e  l i s t e n e r s  i f  th e re



were any o th e r  reasons why s la v e h o ld in g  was a d read fu l  s in .  
Th e ir  r e p l y  in d ic a t e d  the success o f  h is  attempt t o  i n d o c t r i ­
nate them: " Y e s , "  they  chimed as one, "God says 1 Thou sh a l t  
l o v e  thy ne ighbor  as t h y s e l f 1. "  The l e c tu r e  sess ion  was 
concluded by s e v e r a l  s u g g e s t i o n s , at the prodding o f  the 
l e c t u r e r ,  o f f e r e d  by the ch i ld ren  in d i c a t in g  what ch i ld ren  
could do to  he lp  f r e e  the s la v e .  Chi ldren could h e lp ,  they 
a l l  agreed ,  by g i v in g  t h e i r  money, by o f f e r i n g  t h e i r  constant 
p rayers ,  and by cont inuous ly  p r a c t i c i n g  s e l f - d e n i a l  f o r  the 
sake o f  the s la v e .

The f i n a l  means employed by the Maine A n t i s l a v e r y  S o c ie ­
t y  to  promote and to  d isseminate i t s  message was the annual 
meeting. The p r in c i p a l  instrument used t o  express the con­
sensus o f  the annual meeting was the r e s o lu t i o n .  The c o n v ic ­
t io n  most o f t e n  expressed  in the form o f  a r e s o l v e  was the 
one which descr ibed  the s i n f u l  and c r im in a l  nature o f  s l a v e r y .  
Year a f t e r  y ea r  the h a l l s  where the S o c ie t y  met rang w ith  
f i rm ,  and o f t e n  angry, denunciat ions o f  the s la v e  system.
The Maine t ru s t e e s  used the r e s o lu t i o n  to  condemn s la v e r y  in  
the D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, t o  express o p p os i t ion  t o  the annex­
a t ion  o f  Texas, t o  denounce the churches f o r  t h e i r  la ck  o f  
i n i t i a t i v e  in  the cause o f  the oppressed, t o  demand the  r i g h t  
to  speak f r e e l y  aga ins t  s o c i a l  e v i l s , to  p r a i s e  emancipation 
in the West I n d i e s ,  and t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e i r  d isgus t  f o r  those 
who opposed a n t i s l a v e r y .

The Maine A n t i s l a v e r y  S o c ie t y  h e ld  i t s  f i r s t  annual 
gather ing  in  October ,  1835, at Brunswick and continued t o  meet 
y e a r l y  u n t i l  January, 18^5- By that  date the Maine a b o l i t i o n ­
i s t s  were promoting two o th e r  a n t i s l a v e r y  endeavors bes ides ,  
the a n t i s l a v e r y  s o c i e t y  i t s e l f - - t h e  L ib e r t y  Pa r ty  and the 
R e l ig iou s  A n t i s l a v e r y  Conventions. Thinking i t  b es t  t o  con­
s o l id a t e  t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  the a b o l i t i o n i s t s  abandoned the  Maine 
A n t i s la v e r y  S o c ie t y  t o  concentra te  on p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  
op pos i t ion  t o  s la v e r y .  A l l  th a t  was l e f t  o f  the S o c ie t y  a f t e r  
181*5 were the l o c a l  a s s o c ia t io n s  and the independent a c t io n  o f  
i t s  former members.

---------NOTES---------

(10) [Brunswick] The Advocate o f  Freedom, August l6 ,
1838 .

(11) The Advocate o f  F r e e d o m August l6 ,  1 8 3 8 .
(12) From March 8, 1838, to A p r i l  25, 1839, the paper 

was published at Brunswick; from A p r i l  25 , 1839, to A p r i l  1 8 , 
18U0, at Augusta; and from A p r i l  18, 181+0, to June 12, 181*1,
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at H a l l o w e l l .
(13) [Augusta] The Advocate o f  Freedom^ May 9, 1839* 
{ I k )  [Brunswick] The Advocate o f  Freedom, A p r i l  11,

1838 .
(15) The Advocate o f  Freedom, A p r i l  11, 1838.

WRITINGS IN  MAINE HISTORY 
Books

Banks, Ronald F . , e d i t o r .  A H istory o f  Maine; A c o l le c t io n  o f  
Readings on the H istory o f  Maine 1600-1970. Dubuque, Iowa, 
Kendall/Hunt, 1969.

For years  teachers  o f  Maine h i s t o r y  have complained at 
the la ck  o f  p r in t e d  m a te r ia l  f o r  classroom use in the teach­
ing  o f  Maine on any l e v e l .  In fa c t  the c r i e s  have been so 
loud and so pro longed  i t  i s  hard to  understand why something 
b e fo r e  th i s  could not have been done about i t .  And some­
th in g  was but no th ing  as ambitious as the present volumes o f  
" r e a d in g s "  compiled by the industr ious  Ronald F. Banks when 
he was tea ch in g  a course in Maine h i s t o r y  at the U n iv e r s i t y  
o f  Maine in Orono.

Way back in the e a r l y  1930’ s, to  a id her students in 
t h e i r  study o f  Maine at the same U n iv e r s i t y ,  Miss Ava Chad- 
bourne pub l ished  at her own expense another short c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  " r e a d in g s " ,  c h i e f l y  by the e a r l i e r  w r i t e r s  in the co lon ­
i a l  p e r iod .  The volume was th in  and anemic w ith  nothing much 
to  nourish i t .  At that  time l i t t l e  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  had been 
w r i t t e n  in any ca tegory  o f  Maine h i s t o r y  a f t e r  statehood. How 
tru e  th i s  was i s  proven now by the d a te l in e s  found in  the 
essays which are inc luded  in the present volume. Of the h6 
essays p resen ted ,  on ly  ten were publ ished b e fo r e  1935, and 
on ly  one o f  th e s e ,  Henry S. Burrage ' s account o f  the North­
eastern  boundary d ispu te ,  i s  concerned w ith  the p e r iod  o f  
s ta tehood . As fu r th e r  p r o o f  o f  the va lue o f  recent  i n v e s t i ­
ga t ions  in Maine h i s t o r y  i s  the f a c t  that  o f  the essays 
inc luded by e d i t o r  Banks which have to  do w ith  the p e r iod  
b e fo r e  s ta tehood ,  over  h a l f  were w r i t t e n  a f t e r  1935.

One might ask -  why th i s  sudden spurt in c r e a t i v e  s ch o l ­
arship in the f i e l d  o f  Maine h is to ry ?  A number o f  th ings  
con tr ib u ted  to  i t .  Not the l e a s t  o f  these was the r e v i v a l  o f  
i n t e r e s t  in Maine h i s t o r y  found at the U n iv e r s i t y  in  Orono
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